
Lieutenant- General Al bert
Fo er ster, the ho mo sex ual
who is men tioned in Lan ger
as a pos si ble sex ual part ner of 
Hit ler (Lan ger:178), and
whose “black rec ord of
atroci ties against the Poles”
earned him a death sen tence
in later war tri als, was ap -
pointed Reich Re gent of the
Dan zig Free State just prior to 
World War II (Wistrich:178). 
And Graf von Hell dorf, one
of Ross bach’s origi nal ho mo -
sex ual Brown shirts (Strasser,
1940:26), was ap pointed by
Hit ler to the post of po lice presi dent of Ber lin in 1935 (Sny -
der:145).

As he had turned on Ernst Roehm, sev eral of the ho mo -
sexu als in his in ner cir cle even tu ally turned on Hit ler
himself.  Johansson and Percy write,

One gay scholar, Ri card Dey, for years has with oth ers
col lected data com put er ized into what he dubs the En cy -
clo pe dia Ho mo philica.  Re cent pub lic ity about Dep uty
Fue hrer Ru dolf Hess’s ho mo sexu al ity has led him to con -
clude that the tragi cally un suc cess ful plot to as sas si nate
Hit ler in 1944 car ried out by Colo nel Count von Stauf fen
berg was mas ter minded by Ad mi ral Ca naris and backed
by a net work of other con spira tors, like them, right est ho -
mo sexu als (em pha sis ours. Jo hans son and Percy:285).

Dis cre tion would be the watch word for Nazi ho mo sex -
u als af ter 1934, how ever.  In light of its pub lic stance fol -
low ing the Roehm purge, the Party could no lon ger pro tect
fla grant ho mo sex u als in lead er ship positions.  A case in
point is men tioned by Oosterhuis.  He writes that “[i]n
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1937, a top leader of the Nazi move ment of the Sudeten
Ger mans in Czecho slo va kia was ar rested for a ho mo sex ual
of fense, once again em broil ing the party in a scan dal that
re sem bled the Roehm af fair” (Oosterhuis:243).  In re -
sponse to this in ci dent, news pa per re porter Walther Bartz
(un doubt edly at great per sonal risk) wrote a se ries of ar ti -
cles in Die neue Weltbuehne on “the ho mo sex ual roots of
Na zism” (ibid.:243). 

One ad di tional in ci dent must be men tioned here which,
aside from ex pos ing ho mo sex u als in the post-Roehm party, 
has great his tor i cal sig nif i cance in its own right: the as sas si -
na tion of Aus trian Chan cel lor Englebert Dollfuss, July 25,
1934.  Dollfuss op posed Anschluss (the Nazi plan to an nex
Aus tria) and Adolf Hit ler per son ally.  Igra writes,    

A few days af ter the mur der of Dr. Doll fuss  in Vi enna
(July 25, 1934) the semi- official Ital ian news pa per, Il Po -
polo di Roma , pub lished the com ment:

Ped er asts and as sas sins rule in Ber lin .

     By in ti mat ing that the authors of the Vi enna crime were
di rectly as so ci ated with the ‘pe de rasts and as sas sins’ who
ruled in Ber lin, Mus so lini's pa per made a grave ac cu sa tion 
against the Ger man gov ern ment at a time when friendly
re la tions ex isted be tween the two coun tries. Under or di -
nary cir cum stances the pub li ca tion of such a state ment
would have given rise to a dip lo matic pro test and de -
manded an ex pla na tion. Yet, as far as is known, Hit ler
made no such pro test. Moreo ver, Mus so lini backed up his
ac cu sa tion by or der ing the mo bi li za tion of Ital ian troops
on the Austro- Italian fron tier, as a ges ture against Hit ler's
de signs on Aus tria. But Hit ler made no counter- move.
        The ex pla na tion of Hit ler's si lence and in ac tiv ity in the 
face of the Ital ian chal lenge may be, and proba bly is, that
he was cowed by Mus so lini's black mail. Mus so lini knew
that the mur der of the Aus trian Chan cel lor had been or -
dered by Hit ler and that this was not done from po liti cal
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mo tives ex clu sively. He knew
that per sonal re venge against
Doll fuss was the chief mo tive
work ing in the dark re cesses of 
Hit ler's mind. For Doll fuss
had come into pos ses sion of an 
authen tic af fi da vit which con -
nected Hit ler di rectly with the
moral scan dals I have spo ken
of....he had cer ti fied cop ies of
the af fi da vit made and en -
trusted to the dip lo matic rep re -
sen ta tives of [sev eral]
gov ern ments in Vi enna. That
is the ac count which has been
given me, and I have every rea son to be lieve it to be at
least sub stan tially true. Among oth ers Dr. Her mann
Rausch ning as sured me that he had seen a copy of such a
docu ment, which was in the hands of a for eign gov ern -
ment. It de clared that Hit ler had been a male pros ti tute in 
Vi enna at the time of his so journ there, from 1907 to
1912, and that he prac ticed the same call ing in Mu nich
from 1912 to 1914.  Mus so lini ob vi ously knew of the ex -
is tence of this docu ment, and had a copy of it at his dis -
posal when he charged Hit ler with ped er asty and mur der
at one and the same time (Igra:66f).

Igra goes on to re late that the “leader of the gang who
mur dered Dr. Dollfuss and who ac tu ally fired the shots into
the Chan cel lor’s body was a cer tain crim i nal named [Otto]
Planetta who was also a well-known sex per vert” (ibid.:78).  
Hit ler failed to take con trol of Aus tria at this time.  That
would oc cur in 1938 when Hit ler forced the res ig na tion of
Dollfuss’ suc ces sor, Kurt von Schuschnigg in fa vor of
Artur Seyss-Inquart (leader of the Aus trian Na zis and also a 
ho mo sex ual -- ibid.:86, Snyder:8).

A few ad di tional words are in or der about the ex tent to
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which Hit ler’s per sonal fear of dis clo sure dic tated Nazi pol -
icy about ho mo sex u al ity af ter the purge. Machtan writes:

The vi o lent im po si tion of a “state of emer gency” was in -
tended to en able the au thor i ties to gain pos ses sion, at a
stroke, of doc u ments con sid ered dan ger ous by Hit ler...His 
prin ci ple mo tive for tak ing ac tion against “Roehm and as -
so ci ates” was fear of ex po sure and black mail. What ad di -
tion ally con firms this is that the moun tains of con fis cated
doc u ments were not to be used in tri als of any kind....Only
six months af ter the Roehm mur ders, the so-called Ma li -
cious Prac tices Act came into force. This act pe nal ized
any re mark that might “se ri ously prej u dice the wel fare of
the Reich”....most of the re marks...re lated to Hit ler him -
self and his ho mo sex u al ity....from 1943, re marks to the ef -
fect that the “Fuehrer” was ho mo sex u ally in clined were
pun ish able by death (Machtan:220ff). 

It is in this con text that we must ex am ine Hit ler’s in -
struc tion to Himmler to clamp down on ho mo sex u al ity in
the na tion: “He wanted to get such a grip on the “prob lem”
of ho mo sex u al ity that it could never again pres ent a threat
to his po si tion of power” (ibid.:225). For this rea son he re -
quired a sys tem of com plete con trol over the ho mo sex ual
com mu nity. The fact that he gained such con trol and did not 
use it be yond what was nec es sary to pro tect him self (and
pun ish his en e mies) is tes ta ment to his con tin ued sym pa thy
for his fel low “gays.”  In deed, there was re ally never a cam -
paign to elim i nate homosexuality from Ger man so ci ety, de -
spite Nazi rhet o ric to the con trary. 

Hein rich Himm ler and the SS

Hein rich Himm ler is an ex tremely im por tant fig ure in
Nazi his tory.  He joined the Na zis in the early years of the
party and “par tici pated in the Mu nich Beer- Hall Putsch of
No vem ber 1923 as a standard- bearer at the side of Ernst
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Roehm” (Wis trich:138).  Af ter hold ing a number of mid-
 level po si tions in the party he was ap pointed “head of Hit -
ler’s per sonal body guard, the black- shirted Schulz staf fel
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(SS), at that time a small body of 200 men” (ibid.:138).
Over the next dozen years Himm ler’s “as ton ish ing ca pac ity 
for work and ir re pressi ble power- lust showed it self in his
ac cu mu la tion of of fi cial posts” (ibid.:138), even tu ally win -
ning him the most pow er ful po si tion in the Third Reich un -
der Hit ler him self.  

The role of Himm ler is also criti cally im por tant to the
as ser tions of ho mo sex ual re vi sion ists.  “Hein rich Himm ler, 
Reichsfue hrer SS and head of the Ge stapo,” writes Steak -
ley, “richly de serves a repu ta tion as the most fa nati cally
anti- homosexual mem ber of the Nazi lead er ship” (Steak -
ley:111).  In deed, if one were to ac cept Himm ler’s pub li c
pro nounce ments against ho mo sexu al ity at face value, he
would cer tainly de serve this dis tinc tion.  For ex am ple, in a
speech in which he com memo rated the Roehm Purge, he
said:

Two years ago...when it be came nec es sary, we did not
hesi tate to strike this plague with death, even within our
own ranks...in our judg ment of ho mo sexu al ity — a symp -
tom of de gen er acy which could de stroy our race — we
must re turn to the guid ing Nor dic prin ci ple: ex ter mi na tion 
of de gen er ates” (ibid.:111f).

How ever, as we have dem on strated, ho mo sex u al ity
was not the rea son for the Roehm Purge.  And if we look at
other ev i dence we find that Himmler’s prac tice re gard ing
ho mo sex u als was far dif fer ent than his rhet o ric would im -
ply.  Grau notes in Hid den Ho lo caust? that  

In these spec u la tions about a sup posed “fi nal so lu tion” to
the prob lem of ho mo sex u al ity, there is clearly a fail ure to
dif fer en ti ate what was said in Nazi programmes from
what was ac tu ally car ried out.  If Himmler’s erad i ca tion
rhet o ric is thought to re flect the fate of in di vid ual ho mo -
sex u als, then ob vi ously the Nazi’s pol icy will be seen as a
drive to ex ter mi nate them all in the lit eral sense of the
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term.  But things ap pear in a dif fer ent light once we dis -
tin guish be tween anti-homosexual pro pa ganda for pub lic 
con sump tion and the re al ity on the ground....what he had
in his sights was the ho mo sex ual type.  (Grau:6, em pha sis
ours).

 

What the Na zis con sid ered the “ho mo sex ual type” was
the ef fem i nate ho mo sex ual male who showed no in ter est in
sex ual re la tions with women.  Let us re call the Friedlander
dis tinc tion be tween “Butches” and “Fems.”   Re mem ber
that Friedlander, to gether with the mas cu line ho mo sex u als
of the Com mu nity of the Elite, re ferred to ef fem i nate ho -
mo sex u als as “de gen er ates.”  Clearly, in his speech,
Himmler rhe tor i cally lumped the mas cu line Roehm with all 
ho mo sex u als, but it is prob a ble that the dis tinc tion would
have been lost on this par tic u lar au di ence any way.  

Himmler’s op po si tion to ho mo sex u al ity was di rectly
pro por tion ate to the at ti tudes of ho mo sex u als about pro cre -
ation.  For him, the in di vid ual’s high est duty to the state
was the im prove ment of the race through proper breed ing.
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Himmler was ob sessed with cre at ing a race of “su per men.”
But in his view, some of the most per fect spec i mens of
Aryan man hood were be ing lost to this ef fort due to ho mo -
sex u al ity.  Himmler felt this “loss” more keenly  in light of
the fact that Ger many had lost two mil lion men in World
War I.  He also be lieved there were two mil lion ho mo sex u -
als in the pop u la tion.  “This meant,” write Bur leigh and
Wippermann, “that Ger many’s ‘sex ual bal ance sheet’ had
gone into def i cit be cause ‘four mil lion men ca pa ble of sex’
had ei ther died or had ‘re nounced their duty to pro cre ate’
on ac count of their sex ual pro cliv i ties” (Bur leigh and
Wipperman:192).

Himmler’s so lu tion to this prob lem was, log i cally
enough, not the ex ter mi na tion of the de lin quent males.  In -
stead he placed great hope in the use of med i cal “treat -
ments” to re claim ho mo sex u als for the race.  One
ex per i ment in volved im plant ing ar ti fi cial glands in ho mo -
sex ual sub jects to in tro duce ad di tional male hor mones to
the body.  Other ef forts paired ho mo sex ual pris on ers with
fe male pros ti tutes (ibid.:195f).  While the idea of forced
med i cal ex per i ments is ab hor rent, the fact that Himmler in -
vested time and re sources in such pro jects shows that he
had a very dif fer ent view of ho mo sex u als than of other pris -
on ers, even of those ef fem i nate ho mo sex u als who were
held in such con tempt by the Nazi “Butches.”  Himmler
was de ter mined to re ha bil i tate rather than dis pose of them.

Was Himmler a Homosexual?

 Himmler may him self have been a ho mo sex ual.  Film -
mak er Wal ter Frenz, who worked closely with the Nazi
elite (in clud ing a stint as Hit ler’s pri vate film mak er), is re -
ported to have trav eled to the East ern front with Himmler
“whose pederastic pro cliv i ties he cap tured on film” (Wash -
ing ton City Pa per, April 4, 1995).  We also know that
Gauleiter Helmut Bruckner of Silesia, upon be ing de -
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nounced as a ho mo sex ual by a Himmler un der ling in the
month af ter the Roehm Purge, sent a veiled black mail threat 
via Hess and Goering to ex pose Himmler’s al leged ho mo -
sex ual ten den cies (Machtan:226).             

Himmler be gan his Nazi ca reer as an aide to Ernst
Roehm, a fact which clearly re futes the idea that he was a
prig gish anti-homosexual zealot. On the con trary,

THE PINK SWASTIKA                                 215

Roehm and Himmler.



Himmler’s ser vice to Roehm was not per formed grudg -
ingly.  Himmler vol un tarily wrote his own oath of loy alty to 
Roehm and re peated it cer e mo ni ously each year in
Roehm’s pres ence.  Gallo re cords a por tion of a let ter writ -
ten to Roehm by Himmler: “As a sol dier and a friend, I wish 
you all you could de sire in obe di ence and loy alty.  It has
been and al ways will be my great est pride to be counted
among your most faith ful fol low ers” (Gallo:57). For many
years Himmler had been pleased to serve the most bra zen
and out spo ken ho mo sex ual in the Nazi Party. 

It must be noted that even though Himmler helped to or -
ches trate the Roehm purge, the ho mo erotic com po nents of
his personality had not sub stan tially changed.  Herman
Glaser, in The Cul tural Roots of Na tional So cial ism, writes,

[Even af ter]...the mur der of Roehm and the lead ing SA
per son ali ties...in a cer tain sense the sodo mite ro man ti cism 
con tin ued to as sert it self.  The vir tu ally manic search for
beau ti ful male fig ures per pe trated by Hein rich Himm ler,
for ex am ple, could not just be ex plained by the de lu sions
of the breeder; it was also com pen sa tion for a re pressed
physi cal in fe ri or ity com plex, which es pe cially in peo ple
with ho mo sex ual ten den cies gives rise to neu ro ses” (Gla -
ser:132).

 Himm ler, like Hit ler, was closely as so ci ated with
homo sexu als through out  his adult life.  His path to Nazi
lead er ship, how ever, was not, like that of so many oth ers,
through the Ger man “gay rights” move ment.  In stead it was
through the oc cult move ment, and his Nazi ca reer was de -
fined by his pas sion for the oc cult.  We have seen how
Himm ler was pro foundly in flu enced by Guido von List and 
Jorg Lanz von Lie ben fels, the ho mo sex ual gu rus of na tion -
al is tic and anti- Semitic oc cult ism.  It was List’s dream of a
hi er ar chi cal male su prema cist so cial or der which formed
the blue print for the SS.  And it was from List that Himm ler
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ap pro pri ated the “SS” sym bol.  From Lanz, Himm ler
adopted other oc cult themes.  Wis trich writes, 

For him, the SS was at one and the same time the res ur -
rec tion of the an cient Or der of the Teu tonic Knights with
him self as Grand Mas ter, the breed ing of a new Her ren -
volk  ar is toc racy based on tra di tional val ues of obe di ence,
cour age and loy alty, and a vast ex peri ment in mod ern ra -
cial en gi neer ing (Wis trich:140).

Lanz origi nated both the re vival of the Teu tonic
Knights theme and the plan for Ger man ra cial en gi neer ing.
The lat ter idea mani fested it self in Ger many in 1936 as the
“State- registered hu man stud farm known as Le bens born
[mean ing “fount of life”], where young girls se lected for
their per fect Nor dic traits could pro cre ate with SS men”
(ibid.:138).  By 1945 over 11,000 births had re sulted from
the pro gram (Con way:273), which Himm ler was later to
claim as his great est con tri bu tion to the Third Reich.  But
the plan, down to some of its de tails, must be at trib uted to
Lanz.  Goodrick- Clarke writes,

The simi lar ity be tween Lanz’s pro pos als and the lat ter
prac tices of Himm ler’s SS Le bens born ma ter nity or gani -
za tion... in di cate the sur vival of these men tal re flexes
over a gen era tion.  Lanz’s ad vo cacy of brood moth ers in
eugenic con vents (Zuchtkloster), served by pure- blooded 
Ar yan stud- males (Ehe hel fer), was re vived in the Third
Reich (Goodrick- Clarke:97).

De spite his ho mo erotic in cli na tions, Himmler was ded -
i cated to the fan tasy of an Aryan super race through eu gen -
ics, which ne ces si tated het ero sex ual breed ing as a cul tural
pri or ity.  As long as a man per formed his pro crea tive du ties
to the state, Himm ler had no prob lem with his other sex ual
practices.  This at ti tude is eas ily rec og nized in the case of
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his second- in- command, Re in hard Hey drich, whose own
con tri bu tion to the Third Reich de serves spe cial at ten tion.
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The ho mo sex ual Ge stapo leader Reinhard Heydrich was
one of the most feated men in Ger many.    Yad Vashem



Re in hard Hey drich: “The Blonde Beast”

In an or gani za tion which ex em pli fied evil, Re in hard
Hey drich was con sid ered the quin tes sen tial mem ber.  “Tall, 
slim, blonde- haired, with slant ing, deep set blue eyes,”
writes Wis trich, “Hey drich with his mili tary bear ing and
ice- cool hard ness seemed to epito mize the ‘Nordic -Aryan
type’ of Nazi my thol ogy” (Wis trich:134).  Himm ler
selected Hey drich as his right hand- man in 1931, and
within a few short years he was feared by eve ry one but
Hitler him self (Rec tor:61).  Wis trich de scribes him well:

...ruth less, cold and cal cu lat ing, with out any com punc -
tion to car ry ing out the most in hu man meas ures, Hey -
drich made him self in dis pen sa ble to the mas ters of the
Third Reich...His cyni cism and con tempt for hu man be -
ings led him to ex ploit the bas est in stincts...in weav ing
his gi gan tic spider’s web of po lice sur veil lance in the
Third Reich.  He filed ex ten sive dos si ers, not only on ene -
mies of the Party but also his ri vals and col leagues.  The
‘Blonde Beast,’ who con trolled the sole in tel li gence serv -
ice af ter 1935, spe cial ized in de vi ous meth ods of black -
mail along side weap ons of open ter ror and per se cu tion.
His hand was most proba bly in the Tuk hachevsky Af fair
— which led to the purge of Red Army gen er als in the So -
viet Un ion — and he fab ri cated the scan dal ous in trigue
which brought down the lead ing Ger man gen er als von
Blom berg...and von Fritsch...[He] mas ter minded the
mock at tack on the Glei witz ra dio trans mit ter which pro -
vided Hit ler’s excuse for in vad ing Po land...[But] The
most sa tanic con se quence of this ac cu mu la tion of power
was re vealed in Hey dri ch’s im ple men ta tion of the or der
for the whole sale ex ter mi na tion of Euro pean Jewry (Wis -
trich:134f).

Like so many of the Na zis, Hey drich had been a
mem ber of the Freik orps and “was strongly in flu enced in 
his early years by the ra cial fa nati cism of the volk ish

THE PINK SWASTIKA                                 219



circles” (ibid.:134).  Hey drich also shared the sex ual vice
that marked Hit ler’s cir cle of power. Ste ven son cre ated a
pro file of Hey drich taken di rectly from the BSC (Al lied
Intel li gence) pro file of Hey drich.

[Re in hard Hey drich] was the pro tégé of Hein rich Himm -
ler, Reich Com mis sioner for Con soli da tion of Ger man
Ra cial Stock. Hey drich was fa nati cal in his ha tred of Jews, 
hav ing him self some Jew ish blood. For this rea son,
Himm ler con sid ered him safe. It was al ways use ful to
have the means of black mail ing one's col leagues....
“Nobody,” Hey drich de clared in his anxi ety to reach the
top, “has greater con tempt for Jews than my self. I in tend
to elimi nate the strain.”

The fate of “sub- humans” herded into Ger many's new
mercy- killing cen ters to be exe cuted on the strength of a
phy si cian's oath that the vic tim was no use to so ci ety, the
prepa ra tions that moved in exo ra bly for ward to re des ign
Europe's en tire rail road sys tem to serve the fu ture death
camps, all such ob sceni ties bef ore war were made tol er -
able by the pre tense that if you could not ac tu ally see
them, they could not be hap pen ing. In this at mos phere,
Hey drich moved with single- minded pur pose to a po si tion 
so close to the Fue hrer that none dared touch him ex cept
per haps Ad mi ral Ca naris, who di rected the Ger man High
Com mand in tel li gence serv ice (HICOMINTEL). But
even Ca naris lost con trol over young Hey drich. The Ad -
mi ral had a dos sier on Hey drich's ho mo sex ual ac tivi ties
af ter he had been ca shiered from the navy, but Heydrich
had also be come ex pert at fer ret ing out em bar rass ing in -
for ma tion about col leagues and su pe ri ors...

Hey dri ch’s ca reer was guided and domi nated by his
rela tion ship with an older friend, Freid rich Karl von
Eberstein, son of Count Ernst von Eber stein, Hey dri ch’s
god fa ther.  Freid rich von Eber stein was Hey dri ch’s sen ior
by ten years and had served in the navy dur ing World War I. 
More im por tantly, Eberstein was one of the origi nal Nazi

220                    The Persecution of Homosexuals



lead ers in the SA and was a per sonal friend of Adolf Hit ler
(Calic:33).   His to rian Cal lum Mac Don ald writes,

While Hey drich was serv ing on the Na val staff in Kiel,
von Eber stein had been leader of the Nazi
Stuermabteilung or SA, in Mu nich and up per Ba varia...In 
1931, how ever, von Eber stein joined an other or gani za -
tion, the Schutz staf fel or SS...On the rec om men da tion of
von Eber stein, now an of fi cer on Himm ler’s staff, Hey -
drich be came a mem ber of the Nazi Party, number
544,916, in June 1931. He joined the SA in Ham burg and
was soon in volved in bloody street bat tles against the
com mu nists and other oppo nents of the Na zis.  He took
this step on the un der stand ing that his as so cia tion with
the beer hall brawl ers was to be purely tem po rary and that
von Eber stein would use his in flu ence to se cure a speedy
trans fer to the SS...[Later, Hit ler] be gan to look for some -
one ca pa ble of or gan iz ing the SS in tel li gence serv ice on a 
pro fes sional ba sis and was handed Hey dri ch’s file by von 
Eber stein (MacDonald:16f).  

Out side of his in volve ment with the early SA we have
lit tle evi dence to con clude that von Eber stein was ho mo -
sex ual, but we strongly sus pect that he was.  Other of
Heydri ch’s close as so ci ates were known ho mo sexu als.  In
1931, when Ernst Roehm was faced with ac cu sa tions of
homo sexu al ity un der Para graph 175, it was Hey drich who
came to his de fense (Lom bardi:12).  Hey dri ch’s men tor in
the navy, Ad mi ral Wil helm Ca naris, was also al leged to be
ho mo sex ual -- by Hey dri ch’s suc ces sor in the po si tion of
Chief of the SD-SS, Ernst Kal ten brun ner (Rec tor:62).
Rector ques tions this al le ga tion be cause Kal ten brun ner
“once said that 80% of the Ab wehr [Ger man Mili tary In tel -
li gence] were sexu ally per verted” and be lieved it “to be a
cen ter of every form of vice” (ibid.:62).  This al le ga tion,
how ever, seems quite con sis tent with what we have come
to know of cer tain seg ments of the Ger man mili tary, though 
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the spe cific state ments are per haps ex ag ger ated.  Hey drich
and Ca naris were very close dur ing Hey dri ch’s ten ure in
the navy (Mac Don ald:12), but Ca naris later came to fear
the man he had trained in in tel li gence tac tics, and kept a
dos sier on Hey dri ch’s ho mo sexu al ity as in sur ance to pro -
tect his own ca reer (Ste ven son: 349).  Much later Ca naris
was dis cov ered to be a leader in the at tempt to as sas si nate
Hit ler and was exe cuted at Flos sen berg con cen tra tion camp 
on April 9, 1945.

Hey dri ch’s loy alty to Hit ler never wa vered.  Rec tor
writes that “Hit ler con sid ered him the ideal Nazi, and Nazi
in ner cir cles re garded Hey drich as a likely suc ces sor to Hit -
ler even though Her mann Go er ing was of fi cially slated for
the post of Fue hrer” (Rec tor:62).  Hit ler’s sup port gave
Hey drich nearly un lim ited power. As Sny der writes,
“Heydrich could or der im me di ate ar rests and pre ven ta tive
de ten tion, and he could send any per sons to con cen tra tion
camps at any time.  He was the ab so lute mas ter of life and
lib erty in the Third Reich” (Sny der:317).

The Grynsz pan Af fair — Kristall nacht

Per haps the sin gle most in fa mous in ci dent or ches trated
by Hey drich was the No vem ber 9, 1938 po grom known as
Kristall nacht (“Crys tal Night”), in which hun dreds of Jews
were killed and syna gogues and busi nesses were de stroyed
across Ger many.  “In fif teen hours,” writes Sny der, “101
syna gogues were de stroyed by fire, and 76 were de mol -
ished.  Bands of Na zis sys tem ati cally de stroyed 7,500
Jewish-owned stores.  The pil lage and loot ing went on
through the night.  Streets were cov ered with bro ken glass,
hence the name Kristall nacht” (ibid.:201).  Mi chael
Berenbaum, in The World Must Know, adds that ninety- six 
Jews were killed and thirty th o u s a nd were ar rested and sent
to the camps.  Jew ish ceme ter ies, schools and homes were
de stroyed.  As a fi nal in sult, the Jews were held re spon si ble
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for the dam age and col lec tively
fined one bil lion Reichsmarks
(Ber en baum:54). 

The Na zis char ac ter ized this
wave of ter ror as the German
peo ple’s spon ta ne ous re sponse
to the as sas si na tion of Ger man
Em bassy Coun cilor, Ernst vom
Rath.  While the “spon ta ne ous”
ri ot ing was ac tu ally a cal cu lated
act of ter ror ism, the in ci dent that 
al leg edly sparked it was not
planned.  Ernst vom Ra th’s mur der was a le giti mately spon -
ta ne ous oc cur rence which the Na zis ex ploited to jus tify an
at tack on the Jews which they had un doubt edly been plan -
ning for some time.  In ter est ingly, how ever, the one com -
mon ele ment in the story of the as sas si na tion and the story
of Kristall nacht is ho mo sexu al ity.

Ernst vom Rath was a high- level SA of fi cial who had
re ceived a dip lo matic post ing to the Ger man em bassy in
Paris. While serv ing there he had taken up with a
seventeen- year- old male pros ti tute by the name of Her schel 
Grynsz pan, a Pol ish Jew (Read and Fisher:33).  In par tial
pay ment for his serv ices, Grynsz pan had ex tracted a prom -
ise from vom Rath that his par ents would be spared the con -
se quences of a re cent law that “re voked the citi zen ship of
Pol ish Jews who had been liv ing abroad for more than five
years and who still re tained Pol ish citi zen ship” (Rec tor:57). 
But vom Rath ap par ently failed to keep his prom ise;
Grynsz pan’s fam ily, along with thou sands of oth ers “were
herded into camps in a no- man’s land along the bor der re -
gion of  Zbonszyn in freez ing weather” (ibid.:58).  In re -
talia tion, Grynsz pan shot vom Rath on the night of
No vem ber 7, 1938.  Two days later the Na zis staged the
“Night of Bro ken Glass.”

Grynsz pan was seized by the Ge stapo in 1940 (ibid:58). 
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When at last they had him
in their pos ses sion, how -
ever, their planned high-
 profile court room prose cu -
tion went up in smoke.  “At
the last mo ment the trial
was can celed on Hit ler’s or -
ders: Grynsz pan had threat -
ened to reveal a
ho mo sex ual re la tion ship
with Rath” (ibid.:58).  The
Na zis were fu ri ous.  “Vom
Rath had been sold to the
world as an of fi cial mar tyr,
shot down in the serv ice of
the Fuehrer.  He had even
been given a state fu neral at which Hit ler him self had been
a mourner.  Was he now to be por trayed in the world’s press 
as a queer with a taste for seventeen- year- old boys?” (Read
and Fisher:252).

Of course, the Na zis claimed that the con fes sion was a
lie, but ap par ently there must have been enough evi dence to 
sup port the story, or the prose cu tors could have eas ily re -
futed it.  In stead, they de layed the trial.  Read and Fisher
explain:

The de lay gave Goebbels the time to cre ate a new myth
about the late Ernst vom Rath, and he set about it in a
highly in gen ious man ner.  He ar ranged for the let ters of
French pris on ers of war to be spe cially vet ted by one of his 
men, who seized the more pas sion ate and erotic mes sages. 
The let ters were then doc tored to make it ap pear that they
had all been writ ten to vom Rath by vari ous mis tresses,
with the aim of pro duc ing them in court as writ ten evi -
dence of his het ero sexu al ity.  At one stroke, Goebbels
would have cre ated a new Don Juan, a Ger man wom an izer 
ir re sisti ble to French women (ibid:253).
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Clearly the Na zis could pro duce no le git i mate ev i dence
that vom Rath was a het ero sex ual.  But even their fal si fied
ev i dence went un used be cause, in the mean time, the Jus tice 
Min is try had ob tained ad di tional in for ma tion that made a
pub lic trial im pos si ble.  “[A] story had been cir cu lat ing in
pub lic that Herschel had in fact been vom Rath’s male
whore and pro curer for some time in 1938, and that vom
Rath had been known in Pa ri sian ho mo sex ual cir cles as ‘the 
am bas sa dress’ and ‘No tre Dame de Paris’” (ibid.:253).  Ad -
di tionally, it was learned that vom Rath’s brother “had been 
dis missed from the ser vice for ho mo sex ual of fenses”
(ibid.:253).  This was too much for even Hit ler’s pro pa -
ganda ma chine to over come, so the trial was again post -
poned.

To be fair, we must ac knowl edge that Read and Fisher
con cluded that the al le ga tions of a ho mo sex ual af fair be -
tween vom Rath and Grynszpan were un true, merely the
cre ation of Grynszpan’s law yer. A re view of all the ev i -
dence, how ever, in clud ing much which was ap par ently un -
known to Read and Fisher, com pels us to con clude that the
in ci dent oc curred as we have de scribed it herein.  Our con -
clu sion is fur ther bol stered by the fact that the Na zis had
placed pederastic  ho mo sex u als in other for eign posts. The
Ger man con sul in Ca sa blanca, Mo rocco, Dr. Theodor
Auer, was ho mo sex ual as well.  His “af fair with the son of a
lo cal sheikh and his ‘be hav iour’ with Arab, French and
Jew ish ‘bum boys’ were de tailed by the Brit ish Se cret Op er -
a tions Ex ec u tive (SOE) (”How sex be came a weapon of
war,” Daily Tele graph, July 23, 1998).     

Grynszpan’s young life be gan and ended in trag edy as -
so ci ated with ho mo sex ual per ver sion.  His home town of
Hanover (per haps not co in ci den tally the birth place of Karl
Hein rich Ulrichs) “was a cen ter of ho mo sex u al ity,” ac cord -
ing to Read and Fisher:
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There were no fewer than 500 male pros ti tutes on the
police books in 1918, and the chief crimi nal in spec tor put
the number of ho mo sexu als in the city at about 40,000, out 
of a to tal popu la tion of 450,000.  The Grynsz pan’s neigh -
bor hood earned par ticu lar no to ri ety dur ing the early
year’s of Her schel’s child hood through the ac tivi ties of
one Fritz Haar man, known as “the Butcher of Hano ver,”
who picked up his vic tims, mostly ado les cent boys, in the
rail way sta tion, and took them home...When he had fin -
ished with them, he stran gled them, butch ered their
corpses, and sold the flesh as meat.  He was exe cuted in
1925 (ibid.:33). 

  

Grynsz pan never did go to trial, though he re mained in
Nazi cus tody.  In ter est ingly, the or gani za tion which came
to his aid dur ing this time was called the So ci ety for Hu man
Rights (ibid.:245).  [We are not cer tain if this was the same
“ho mo sex ual rights” group which had once boasted Ernst
Roehm as a mem ber, but it may have been.]  Vic tor Basch,
then head of the SHR “had pleaded for ‘li berty or judg -
ment’” in an ef fort to get him freed, but to no avail
(ibid.:245).  Af ter 1942 Grynsz pan just dis ap peared, proba -
bly killed se cretly by the Ge stapo. 

Kristall nacht, the “spon ta ne ous” in ci dent which
Grynsz pan’s act had sup pos edly sparked, has also been
described as be ing de fined by ho mo sexu al ity.  As all of
Europe strug gled to un der stand the cause for this hor ror, an
an swer was of fered by Brit ish Consul- General, R.T.
Smallbones.  Small bones was a “self- confessed Ger ma no -
phile” who had served in Ger many, from 1932 to 1939 and
“had de vel oped great ad mi ra tion and re spect for the ster ling 
quali ties of the peo ple” (ibid.:127).  “His opin ion, there -
fore,” writes Igra, “rests on first- hand ex pe ri ence of the
Ger man peo ple for a long pe ri od of years” (Igra:7).  He
contin ues:
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[Small bones authored] a Brit ish White Pa per, “Con cern -
ing the treat ment of Ger man Na tion als (in clud ing the
Jews) in Ger many,” in which the fol low ing state ment is
made:  “The ex pla na tion of this out break of sa dis tic cru -
elty may be that sex ual per ver sion, and, in par ticu lar, ho -
mo sexu al ity, are very preva lent in Ger many.  It seems to
me that mass sex ual per ver sion may of fer an ex pla na tion
of this oth er wise in ex pli ca ble out break”...I am con vinced 
that this ex pla na tion is the cor rect one [writes Igra].  For,
as a mat ter of fact, the wide spread ex is tence of sex ual
perver sion in Ger many...at the time the Hit ler move ment
rose to power...is no to ri ous.  And authori ties on crimi nal
sociol ogy are agreed that there is a causal con nec tion be -
tween mass sex ual per ver sion and the kind of mass
atroci ties com mit ted by the Ger mans (ibid:7).

Heydrich, the man most re spon si ble for this atroc ity,
met his death in May, 1942, at the hands of two Czecho slo -
va kian re sis tance fight ers.  A bomb was tossed into his car,
shat ter ing his spine.  He died on June 4, 1942.  In re tal i a tion 
“the Ger mans took sav age re venge, af ter the man ner of the
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old Teu tonic rites, for the death of their hero”
(Shirer:1288f).  Over 1,500 peo ple were im me di ately ex e -
cuted and thou sands more fol lowed, in clud ing the en tire
pop u la tion of Lidice (ibid.:1289).  The Lidice mas sa cre was 
or ches trated by Heydrich’s re place ment, Kurt Daluege,
for merly a unit leader in Rossbach’s no to ri ous ho mo sex ual
Freikorps (Wistrich:43).

As for the of fi cial legal res o lu tion of the Kristallnacht
af fair, that mat ter was handed to ho mo sex ual Wal ter Buch.
A for mer early SA leader, now Pres i dent of the Nazi Party
Su preme Court, Buch con cluded that the Nazi rank and file
who had par tic i pated in the mur der ous po grom were in no -
cent of any crime (ibid:33f).
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