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Chapter Four

THE FOUNDING AND EARLY YEARS
OF THE NAZI PARTY

What was to become the Nazi Party began as an out-
growth of the Thule Society in late 1918. It started as a
nationalist discussion group called the Political Worker’s
Cir clewhosegoal wasto “ex tend theap peal of theThule's
nationalist ideology for the working classes’ (Goodrick-
Clarke:150). The discussion group developed the idea of
formingapoliti cal party in Decem ber of 1918, and did so
on January 5, 1919, at the Fuerstenfelder Hof tavern in
Munich. Adolf Hitler became a member of the German
Work er’ sParty in Sep tem ber of that year. Shirer writes,

There were two membersof thisinsignifi cant party who
deservemention at this point; both wereto proveim por-
tant in the rise of Hitler...Captain Ernst Roehm...had
joinedtheparty bef oreHitler...A tough, ruthless, driving
man — a beit, like so many of the early Nazis,ahomo-
sexual — he helped organize the first Nazi strong-arm
squads which grew into the SA...Dietrich Eckart...often
called the spiritual founder of Nationa Socialism...be
came a close advisor to [Hitler]...introducing him
to...such futureaides as Ru dolf Hess (Shirer:64f).
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In a very short time Hitler and Roehm began to wrest
control of thesmall group fromitsfound ers. Withinafew
months they had forced the resignation of its Chairman,
Karl Har rar, and be gun to turn the group away from its ori-
ginsasasecret soci ety andtowardanew identity as“amass
party” (Fest, 1975:120). On April 1, 1920, they changed
the name of the party to the National Sociaist German
Work er’ sParty. Histo rian Joachim Fest de scribesthe pro-
cess Hitler and Roehm used in these earliest days of
Nazism:

At the beginning [Hit ler] went at things ac cord ing to a
sen s bleplan. Hisfirst task was a per sonal one, to break
out of anonymity, toemergefromthewel ter of small-time
nationalist-racist parties with an unmistakable int
age...makinganamefor himself — by unceasingactivity,
by brawls, scandals, and riots, even by terrorism if that
would bring him to the forefront...[but] Ernst Roehm did
more for the NSDAP than any one else. He held the rank
of captainasapoliti cal advi sor onthestaff of Colonel Epp
and wasthereal brain of the dis guised mili tary regimein
Bavaria. Roehm provided the young National Socidist
Party with fol low ers, arms, and funds (Fest, 1975:126f).

By August of 1921, Hitler and Roehm had completed
their take over of the party. Onthethird of that month they
founded the SA and beganto assemblethecadreof sex ua
deviants who would form the core of Nazi leadership for
yearstocome. A pam phlet cir culated by disgruntled Nazi
mem bersprior tothe Hit ler take over showsthat theho mo-
sexuality of his supporters was no secret. Speaking of
Hitler they said, “ It grows more and more clear that his pur-
pose is smply to use the National Socialist Party as a
springboard for hisimmoral pur poses’ (Igra:70f). For mer
high Nazi functionary and close Hitler confidant, Otto
Strasser reports,
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Hitler did three things to popularize the party and quiet
thethreat ening clash of wounded vani ties. He short ened
thenamefromNational sozi al istischeDeut scheAr beiter-
par tei to thelet tersNSDAP; he adopted the brown shirt of
Lieutenant Rossbach’ svet eranor gani zationfortheentire
party; and heassumedtheall- too- familiar swastikafrom
Er hardt’ sgroup (Strasser, 1943:34).

Buy aprint copy of thisbook, in cluding photosand
graphics, at the book store,
www.abi di ngtruth.com/pfrc/showproducts.php.

Left to right: Rudolf Hess, Adolf Hitler, Ernst Roehm, Hein rich Himmler
and Wolf von Helldorf. Each of these top Nazi leaders was a known or
reputedhomosexual.

Hitler’s Clique of Pederasts

Aswewill see, al most all of the new lead er ship of the
party were sex ual devi ants. But thisfact raisesaquestion
thatisfoundational toour under standing of theNazis. Who
chose these men as Nazi lead ers? Roehm, with whoselife-
stylewearenow quitefamil iar, wasto somehistori ansthe
true power be hind Hit ler’ sthrone. As noted above it was
pri mar ily Roehmwho or ganized, funded and armed theter-
rorist mili tary armof theparty, choosingonly homosexuals
asof fi cers. Anditistruethat the party met frequently inthe
Bratwurstgloeckl (Fest, 1975:135f), a homosexual bar
where Roehm kept are servedtable.

Y et, despite Roehm'’s importance to the party, Adolf
Hitler himself wasthecentral figureof Nazismandincreas
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ingly itwashewho deter mined thefate of every mem ber of
the party. Despitesug gestionstothecontrary, Hitler was
not anti- homosexual. Infact, like Roehm, Hitler preferred
homosexual companions and co-workers. In addition to
Roehm and Hess, two of his closest friends, Hitler ap par-
ently chose homosexuals and other sexual deviants to fill
key posi tionsnear esttohimself. Heidenreportsthatinfact
Hitlerintentionally “ sur rounded him self withmenof ... [ho-
mosex ual] tendencies’ (Heiden, 1935:417).

Rector at temptstodismisssourcesthat at trib utehomo-
sexuality to leading Nazis, but nevertheless lists them in
somedetail:

Reportedly, Hitler Y outhleader, Baldur von Schi rachwas
bisexual; Hitler's private atorney, ReichLegal Director,
Minister of Justice, butcher Governor- General of Poland,
andpubli cgay- hater Hans Frank was said to be ahomo
sex ua; Hitler’ sadjutant Wil helmBruck ner wassaid to be
bisexual;... Walther Funk, Reich
Minister of Economics [and Hit-
ler's persona financial advisor]
hasfrequently beencalleda“noto
rious” homosexual...or as a jeal-
ous predecessor in Funk’s pogt,
Hjal mar Schacht,contemptuously
clamed, Funk was a “harmless
homosexual and aco
halic;”...[Hitler's second in com-
mand] Hermann Goeringlikedto
dress up in drag and wear campy
Wilhelm Bruckner make-up; and so on and so forth
(Rector:57).

Igra, who confidently as sertsthat the above men were
homosexuals, citesstill other Hitler aidesand closefriends
who were known homosexuals. He states that Hitler's
chauf feur and one- timeper sonal secretary, EmileMaurice,
forexample,washomosex ual, aswell asthepor nographer,
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Julius Streicher, whom
Hitler appointed Gauleiter
of Nuremberg. Igrawrites,

JuliusStrei cher, thenoto
rious Jew-baiter, was
originally a  school
teacher, but was dis
missed by theNuremberg
School Authorities, fol-
lowingnumerouscharges
of pederasty brought
against him...His paper, Arare sight (above) as Hit ler re lin-
Der Stuermer, was fre | quishes the stage to his close
quently confiscated by |friend, Julius Streicher. The two
the police, even at the |are caughtoncam era (be low) on
height of the Nazi re [&Prvateouting.

gime, be cause of the sex

ual obsceni tiesdisplayedinthedraw ingsand de scribed
inthetext” (Igra:72f).

Amongthehomosex uasclosesttoHitler, Heidenlists
“Heines, Reiner, Ernst, Von Helldorf, Count Spreti [and]
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Count du Mou lin-Eckhardt, jr” (Heiden, 1935:417).
Theevi dencefor homo sex ual leaningsinanother lead
ing Nazi, Joseph Goebbels, is rather thin, but adds further
insight tothein ner work ingsof thegroup. Goebbels, Reich
propagandaleader and closeaidetotheFuehrer ,isreported
to have had a party in 1936 that degenerated into a violent
homosexual orgy. The party featured “torch- bearing page
boysintight fit ting white breeches, white satin blouseswith
lace cuffs and powdered rococo wigs’ (Grunberger:70).
Grun berger writesthat Nazi rough necks“were so af fected

Gregor Strasser (left), Jo seph Goeb bels and un iden ti fied boy (pos st
bly his step son).
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by the ro coco set ting that they hurled them selves upon the
bewigged page boys and pulled them into the bushes.
Tablescol |apsed, torchesweredimmed, andintheensuing
fracas a number of Party old fighters and their comely
victims had to berescued from drowning” (ibid:70).

Goebbelsmay not have par tici patedintherev elry him-
self, though Klaus Thew eleit writesthat “thereisasig nifi-
cant mo ment in Rossbach’ sac count where he con teststhe
right of Goebbels* of all peo ple’ toact asa‘ moral ar bi ter,’”
appar ently assumingthat hismeaningis*‘ commonknowl-
edge’ ontheinter nal grapevine’ (Thew eleit, Vol 2:327).

Ralf George Reuth, in Goebbels (Har court Brace, New
Y ork, 1993), re portsthat Goebbel swas ac cused by Roehm
of pederasty. After Roehm’'s homosexualitywas exposed
inthe Ger man press, Goebbels[alongtimeri val] tried to get
him dismissed from the party. “Roehm took revenge by
spreadinginreturnall sortsof rumorsabout Goebbels' rela
tion ship with Magda Quandt. He went so far asto sug gest
that Goebbels was interested less in Magda than in her
young son. So aong with Roehm'’s homosexual ex cesses,
people were talking about the “cloven foot's ‘impossible
(and immoral) relationship’” (Reuth:138f). (Goebbels
club foot apparently gave rise to the epithet.). We aso
know that homosexual SA figure Wolf von Helldorf
escaped assass nationintheRoehm purge dueonly tointer-
ven tion by Goebbels (Reuth:137).

In his own di aries, Goeb belsrevealedanani mosity to-
ward homosexuals in the party, although that does not
provehedidnot havesuchincli nationshimself. Di ariesare,
af ter al, gener aly writ tenwithone sposter ity inmind.

Another close Hitler associate was Albert Speer. An
October 30,1995 book review inNewsweek ti tled“Insidea
Third Reich Insider” featured the book Albert Speer: His
Bat tleWith Truth by GittaSer eny. Thear ti cle speaksof a
“homo- erotic(not sex ual) relationship” between Speer and
Hitler that was discussed in a previousbook by a Ger man
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psy choanalyst, Al exander Mitscher lich. Serenywritesthat
“Speer himself acknowledged that Mitscherlich ‘came
closesttothetruth.”” Al though Sereny claimsthisrelation
ship wasnon- sexual, hereportsthat Speer’ ssecretary said
Speer gave himself to Hitler “body and soul.” Sereny also
observes that Speer never told Hitler he was married
becauseof his“romantic” feel ingsfor Hitler. (Sereny:109).

In Al bert Speer: The End of aMyth, Germanhistorian
Dr. Mat thai s Schmidt commented onan“erotic” element to
Speer’ srelationshipwithHitler. While Speer wasremod el
ing Hitler’ sof fi cial resi dence, Hitlerinvited himtolunch.
“Atlunch, Speer sat at Hit ler’ sside. Thecon ver sation be-
came personal — and the two men ‘fell in love at first
sight’” (Schmidt:41f). Aside from these insinuations we
havenoevi denceof anactual homosex ual relationshipbe
tween Hit ler and Speer.

Langer writesinthe 1940sthat “[e]ventoday Hitler de
rives sexual pleasure from looking a men’'s bodies and
associating with homosexuals’ (Langer:179). He adds,
quoting Strasser, that Hitler's personal body-guard was
“amost al ways100%homosexuals’ (ibid.:179).

It should be re membered that Hitler’ s greatest hero was

Buy aprint copy of thisbook, in cluding photosand
graphics, at the book store,
www.abi dingtruth.com/pfrc/showproducts.php.

Hitler's personal SS body guard.
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Frederick the Great, awell known homosexual (Garde:44).
Clearly, Adolf Hitler was not anti-homosexual, at |east not
in his personal lifestyle. Indeed, the evidence of Hitler's
apparent preference for homosexuals is so overwhelming
that, as have many historiansbefore us, we naturally ask the
question, “Was Hitler a homosexual ?’

Was AdolfHitleraHomosexual?

Until the publication of Professor Lothar Machtan's
powerful biography The Hidden Hitler in 2001, we were
much lesscon fi dent in stat ing that Hit ler wasin deed aho-
mo sex ual. Machtan, ahistory professorinBremen, Ger-
many, set out to prove Hitler's homosexuality and did so
most convincingly, drawinguponhundredsof perioddocu
ments. We shall con sider theev i denceat length.

One point upon which we remain unconvinced was
whether Hit ler wasex clu sively ho mo sex ual or whether he
had relationswith women. Machtan writes,

[A] small number of contemporaries...were pretty ex-
plicitonthesubject of Hitler’ ssex life. Thesein clude Au-
gust Kubizek, Kurt Ludecke, Ernst Hanfstaengl, Rudolf
Diels, Erich Ebermayer, Eugen Dollman, Christa
Schroder and Hans Severus Ziegler. They are all unani
mousinstat ing, quiteposi tively, that Hit ler did not have
sex with women. Some of them ex presdy say that Hit ler
washomo sex ual; othersconvey thesamethingobliquely

(Machtan:23)

There are at least four women, however, including his
own niece, Gely, withwhom Hit ler isre ported to have had
sex ual relationships. Theserelationshipswerenot nor mal,
if in fact they occurred. Both Waite and Lan ger writethat
Hitler was a coprophile (a person who is sexually aroused
by human ex crement) and sug gest that hissex ual en coun
terswithwomenin cluded ex pressionsof thisper ver sionas
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Hit ler with the Rubal fam ily. Gely, as an adult, is at far right. She com-
mit ted sui cide in 1931, not long af ter this pic ture was taken..

well asother ex tremely degrad ing formsof maso chism. It
isinter esting to notethat all of thesewomen at tempted sui-
cideaf ter al legedly becomingsexu ally involved with Hit-
ler. Two succeeded (Langer:175f). Hitler contemporary
Otto Strasser writes of an encounter he had with Hitler's
niece Gely:

Next day Gely came to see me. She was red eyed, her
round lit tlefacewaswan, and she had theter ri fied ook of
ahunted beast. “Helocked meup,” she sobbed. “Helocks
me up every time| say no!” She did not need much ques-
tioning. Withanger, hor ror and disgust shetold meof the
strange propo si tionswithwhich her un cle pestered her. |
knew all about Hitler’ sabnor mal ity. Likeall theothersin
the know, | had heard all about the ec cen tric practicesto
which Fraulein Hoffmannwasal legedto havelent her self,
but | had genuinely believed that the photographer’s
daughter was a lit tle hys teric who told lies for the sheer
funof it. But Gely, who was com pletely ig no rant of this
other af fair of her uncle’s, confirmed point by point astory
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scarcely credible to a healthy-minded man (Strasser,
1940:72).

Langer suggeststhat Hitler may very well have engaged
in homosexual behavior, saying “persons suffering from
his perverson sometimes do indulge in homosexual
practices in the hope that they might find some sexual
gratification. Even this perversion would be more
acceptable to them than the one with which they are af -
flicted.” (Langer:179). He reports, for example on the
testimony of Hermann Rauschning, a trusted Hitler
confidante whom Hitler appointed President of the Danzig
Senate in 1932 (Wistrich:240, Snyder:282). He later fell
out of favor and fled Germany in 1936 (ibid.). Langer
writes,

Rauschning reports that he has met two boys who
claimedthat they wereHitler’ shomosex ua part ners, but
their testimony can hardly be
taken at face value. More con-
demning would be the remarks
dropped by [Albert] Foerster,
the Danzig gauleiter, in conver
sation with Rauschning. Even
here, how ever, there marks deal
only with Hitler’sim potenceas
farasheterosex ual relationships
go without actually implying
that he indulgesinhomo sexuak
ity. Itisprobably truethat Hit ler
cals Foer ster “Bubi,” whichisacom monnick nameem-
ployed by homosexualsinaddressingtheir partners. This
aloneisnot ade quate proof that hehasactu ally indulged
inhomo sex ual practiceswith Foerster, whoisknownto
be a homosexual (Langer:178).[Significantly, Foerster
was Jul ius Streicher’ sprotégé.]

Al bert Foerster
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Waiteconcurs;

There is insufficient evidence to warrant the conclusion
that Hit ler was an overt ho mo sex ual. But it seemsclear
that he had latent ho mo sex ual tenden cies...It istruethat
Hit ler wasclosely asso ci ated with Ernst Roehm and Ru-
dolf Hess, two homosexuals who were among the very
few peo plewithwhom he used the famil iar du [“thou”].
But one cannot conclude that he therefore shared his
friends’ sex ual tastes. Still, dur ingthe monthshewaswith
Hess in Landsberg, their relationship must have become
very close. WhenHit ler left the prison hefret ted about his
friend who lan guished there, and spoke of him ten derly,
using Austrian diminutives: “Ach mein Rudy, mein
Hesserl, isn't it appallingto think that he's still there.”
One of Hitler’ sval ets, Schnei der, madeno ex plicit state
ment about therelation ship, but hedid find it strange that
whenever Hitler got apresent heliked or drew anar chi tec
tural sketch that par ticu larly pleased him, hewould runto
Hess — who was known in homosexua circles as
“Fraulein Anna’ — asalit tle boy would run to his mother
to show his prize to her...Fi nally thereisthenon con clu-
sivebutinter estingfact that oneof Hitler’ sprized posses
sionswasahandwrittenloveletterwhichKingLudwigll
hadwritten to a manservant (Waite, 1977:283f). [Hess
was known by other namesin the Ger man “ gay” sub cul-
ture. In recent
years, long
sealed Sovietar-
chives have been
opened to the
West. In Deadly
Ulusions
authors  John
Costello and
Oleg Tsarev re-
Hitler, Maurice and Hess in Landsberg | POrt of seeing
Prison (dark-suited man is un iden ti fied). the “so-called
‘Black Bertha
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Adolf Hitler's ho mo sex ual chauf feur Emile Maurice is seen here in Hit
ler'sfirstautomobile.

file, named from Hess' sre ported nick namein Ber linand
Munich” (Costelloand Tsarev:xix).]

Other writers offer similar assessments. According to
Wilfried Daim, Frau Elsa Schmidt-Falk of theNazi Geneal-
ogy Office of Munich observed that Hitler was so enrap-
tured by the ‘maennerbuendleische’ (the young male
students) on parade, that on this fact alone she concluded
that Hitler was at least unconsciously homosexual
(Daim:41). Desmond Seward, in Napoleon and Hitler,
quotes Italian dictator, Benito Mussolini, who referred to
Hitler as “that horrible sexual degenerate” (Seward:148).
Hea soreportsthat “thefilesof theViennesepolicelisthim
[Hitler] asahomosex ual” (Seward:299). Writer Char lotte
Wolff, M.D. quotes Magnus Hirschfeld about Hit ler in her
book MagnusHirschfeld (Hirschfeld, youwill remember,
was Di rector of the Sex Research In sti tuteof Berlin which
was de stroyed by Hit ler in 1934.
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About three years be fore the Na zis cameto power we had
a patient at the Inditute
who had a liaison with
Roehm. We were on good
terms with him, and he told
usagood deal of what hap-
penedin hiscir cle...Heaso
referred to Adolf Hitler in
the oddest possible man
ner. ‘Afi is the most per-
verted of usall. Heisvery
much like a soft woman,
Ironically, Hit ler's ma chismowas | but now he makes great
afalsefronttohideaneffeminacy| propaganda in the heroic

of which he was ashamed. morale” (Wolff:438).

Adolf, the Boy Prostitute

In Ger many’ sNational Vice Sam uel Igrawrotethat as
ayoung man Hitler “had been a male prostitute in Vienna
and Munich” (Igra:67). Lending credencetothisisthefact
that for quite along time Hitler “chose to live in a Vienna
flophouse known to be inhabited by many homosexuals’
(Langer:192). That “flophouse” was theMeldemannstrasse
Hostel. Hitler’s long-time “gay” friend Ernst Hanfstaengl
identi fiedthisresi denceas" aplacewhereel derly menwent
in search of young men for homosexual pleasures’
(Machtan:56). “ It wasan open secret at the begin ning of the
20th century,” adds Machtan, “that municipal hostels for
homelessmal eswerehubsof homosex ual activity...[where
many young men] kept themselves afloat by engaging in
prostitution. Hitler spent over three years in this environ
ment” (Machtan:51).

Thiswould help to explain Hitler’ scloserelationships
tohispur port edly homo sex ual patronsDietrich Eckartand
Karl Haushofer. Rec tor writesthat, asayoung man, Hit ler
was often called “Der Schoen Adolf” (“the handsome
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Adolf”) and that later his looks “were also to some extent
help ful in gaining big-money sup port from Ernst Roehm’ s
cir cleof wealthy gay friends’ (Rector:52).

ButHitlerwasap par ently notinvolvedwithhomosex u
aity solely to survive financially. Even in his pre-Nazi
years, most of Hitler's reputed homosexual encounters
were consensual meetings in which no money changed
hands. Machtan sug geststhat each of Hit ler’ slon ger-term
relation shipsinhisyouth-- with Reinhold Hanisch, August
Kubizek, Rudolf Hausler and Ernst Hanfstaengl -- were ho-
mosex ual “lovedf fairs.”

There are numerous other incidents (“one night
stands’) inwhich Hit ler was pur ported to have been the so-
licitor and not the solicited one. Eugen Dollman, former
mem ber of Himmler’ sstaff and one-timeHitlerinter preter,
citedtesti moniesfromthefilesof theMunichvicesquadin
which a series of young men identified Hitler as the man
who had* picked themup” onthestreetsfor homosex ual re
lations (Machtan: 135ff). Dollman him self was also ho mo-
sexual (ibid.).

Additional allegations addressed homosexual conduct
by Hit ler dur ing thefirst World War. The so-called “Mend
Protocol,” adocument preparedby Ger manmilitaryintel |
gence under Admiral Canaris, contains the testimony of
HansMend. Con sidered highly credi ble, Mend had thisto
say about Hitler:

Mean while, we had got ten to know Hit ler better. Weno-
ticed that he never looked at awoman. We sus pected him
of homo sex udl ity right away, be cause hewasknownto
beabnor mal inany case. Hewasex tremely eccentricand
displayedwomanishchar acteristicswhichtendedinthat
direction....In 1915 we were hilleted in the Le Febre
brew ery at Fournes. We slept in the hay. Hit ler was bed-
ded down at night with “Schmidl,” his male whore. We
heard arustlinginthehay. Then someoneswitchedonhis
eectricflashlight and growled, “ Takealook at thosetwo
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Ernst Schmidt (left) and Hit ler (right) dur ing World War 1.

nancy boys.” | my self took nofurtherinter estinthemat ter
(Ibid:68)

Hitler and “Schmidl” (Ernst Schmidt) were, in
Schmidt’ swords, “ a waystogether” dur ingtheir war years.
They remained very close friends and were occasional
housemates for over thirty years (ibid.:89ff).

A year or so o ter thein ci dent de scribed by Mend, Hit-
ler supposedly “posed nude for a homosexual officer
named Lammers-- aBerlinartistinci vil ianlife-- and sub-
sequently went to bed with him” (ibid.:100). This may be
the incident to which Rauschning referred when he later
toldU.S. Investi gators*“that Lance Cor poral Hitlerandan
of ficer had been chargedwithengaginginsex ual relations’
(ibid.).

The homosexual connection certainly helps to explain
how Hitlerbecameinvolvedwiththenational istsgenerally,
and Ernst Roehm specifi cally, af ter thewar. Itislikely that
Roehm’s homosexual inclinations were the reason that
Colonel Ritter von Epp, the Freikorps commander, chose
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Roehmashisadjutant. “ Therearemany indi cationsthat the
relationship between Roehm and Epp was homoerotic,”

writes Machtan,”“and Hitler once let dlip in later years that
Roehm’ shomosex ual ity first becameknownaround 1920”

(ibid.:106f). Roehm, in turn, brought Hit ler into the ho mo-
erotic Freikorps broth er hood.

The Bay reuth Connection

We have mentioned abovethat Hitler a leg edly identi-
fiedhisfavor itecomposer, RichardWag ner, asapeder ast.
We are not certain that thisistrue. What is cer tainisthat
Wagner’ sBay reuthwas* anotori ousinter national rendez
vous for prominent homosexuals’ whose absorption with
Wag ner achieved“acultlikequal ity” (ibid.:39). Onefactor
in this attraction may have been that Wagner's sons
Richard and Siegfried were homosexuals. Richard later
committed suicide(ibid.:254). Siegfried, pressured to have
an heir, mar ried awoman much youn ger than him self and
had sev eral chil drenbut surreptiously continued hishomo-
sex ual affairs (Wag ner:p.197).

Hit ler was very closeto the Wag ner family and spent a
great deal of time in Bay reuth. Hemadenumer ouspri vate
visitstherebetween 1925 and 1933, of tenwith maleho mo-
sex ual companions(ibid.:253ff). Onecommoncompanion
was Jul ius Schreck, whose pho to graph hung be side that of
Hitler's beloved mother in his (Hitler's) private quarters
(ibid.:174f). Machtan citesonein ci dent, how ever, inwhich
he and Schreck failed to keep an appointment to vacation
with their Bayreuth hosts. Instead, Schreck and Hitler
turned aside at the Bad Berneck health resort, some 20
miles away, where they spent Christmas aone -- the only
guests at theinn (ibid.:174).

Hit ler may have had yet darker motivesfor visitingthe
Wag ner home. Only recently revealedistheac cu sation by
Wagner family members “that Hitler sexually abused the
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Hitler with Siegfried and Winifred Wag ner and their sons (Rich ard
Wag ner’s grand sons) Wolfgang (left) and Wieland.

young Wieland [Wagner’s grandson, now past 75] during
the‘20s.” Theseal legationscametolightinaTimemaga
zineinter view with Amer i canauthor andfor mer diplomat
to Ger many, Frederic Spotts, whose re search for the book
Bayreuth (about the Wagnerian op erafesti val of thesame
name) includedinter viewswiththe Wag ner family (Time,
August 15, 1994.:56).

“Spotts says that his original source was one of
Wieland’s own children...Now a respected academic,
Spottssaysit waswhilehewasresearching“Bay reuth” that
heinter viewed hissource-- who, heinsists, istotally reli-
able and has no reason to lie. Spottswrites:

This family member told me Hitler sexualy abused
Wieland in the 1920s when the boy was a

preadolescent’...Hitler, who idolized Richard Wagner's
supernationalistic operas (as well as his anti-Semitism),
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had become a close friend of Wieland's mother's.
Winifred Wag ner gave himtherun of thechild’ snursery.
Far from being revolted by what a leg edly hap pened to
him, Widand avidly collaborated with his right-wing

family dur ing World War Il (Penthouse undated:32).

Weiland later became Hitler's protégé (Wagner:228)
and was exempted from military service by Hitler’'s per-
sonal intervention (ibid.:105). The weight of the evidence
indi catesthat Hit ler wasdeeply involvedinaseriesof short
and long-term homosexual relationships. Even more cer-
tainisthat heknow ingly and delib er ately sur rounded him-
self with practicing homosexuals from the time he was a
teenager. His later publicpronouncementsagainst ho mo-
sexuality were designed to hide the life-long intimacy --
sex ual and/or ho mo erotic -- which he main tained with the
var i ousmen heknew and ac ceptedashomosex uals.

Finaly, inour look at Adolf Hit ler, the man, we turn to
Samuel Igra, aJew who fled Ger many in 1939 af ter twenty
yearsof observing Hitler andtheNazis:

For the pur posesof thepresentinvesti gationsHitleris
important for what he has represented...when he em-
barked the German people on the policy that brought
about the world catastrophe. He was the central figure
around which a number of men grouped themselves,
fromthe 1920’ sonwards, inamove ment to gain supreme
control of the Ger man peo ple. Asthemovement devel-
oped they were aided and abetted and supported finan
cialy aswell aspoliti cally by theindustrial capi tal istsof
the Rhineland; but the ini tiative did not come from the
latter. It camefromHitler asthecondottiere[leader] of a
band of evil menwho were united to gether by acom mon
vice[homosexuality] (Igra:26).
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While the Na zis pro moted a hypermasculine ideal, Herman Goering
(seen here in rouge and make-up) was re put edly a trans ves tite.
Yad vashem

The Nazi Rise to Power

Throughthe1920s, Hitler continuedtocapi tal izeonthe
political unrest of the Ger man peo pleto build the Nazi or-
gani zation. Theparty’ spubli cimagewasgreatly enhanced
by the recruitment of Hermann Goering, a former World
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War | fighter ace who was revered as awar hero. Goering
was probably not ahomo sex ual though hewassaid to have
been very fond of “painting his nails and putting rouge on
hischeeks” (Fuchs:160). Hejoinedtheparty af ter hearinga
speech by Hit ler inwhich he vowed to re build Ger many’s
mili tary and throw off the yoke of the Treaty of Versailles.
Hitlerimmedi ately set himtothetask of trainingthe SA as
a military organization (Toland:123), an accomplishment
that fur ther in creased Nazi power.

By the fall of 1922, Hitler had become the symbol of
renewed German nationalism to many in Germany, d -
though the av er ageciti zenhadlittleknowl edgeof Hitler's
per sona life or the lives of the Nazi |ead ers. At this point
Hitler believed he would ul ti mately assume power in Ger-
many through military strength, and he was not terribly
concerned with portraying an image of morality. “The
Party newspaper,” writes Edouard Calic, “explained that
Hitler wantedto or ganizethemovement onamili tary basis
to achievepower, andthat if it was nec essary hewould lead
an uprising to renounce the Versailles Treaty” (Calic:33).
How ever, hisat tempt toimplement hisplanintheinfamous
Beer Hall Putsch proved so disastrous that Hitler was
forcedtodevelopadif fer ent strat egy.

OnNovember 8,1923, Hit ler at tempted to take ad van
tage of a peri odof politi cal tur moil to seizecontrol of the
government of Bavaria This ill-fated maneuver (later
dubbed the Beer Hall Putsch) not only failed militarily, it
put Hit ler in prison for nine months, thus nearly end ing the
party. When hewasfi nally released fromLandsbergprison
on December 20, 1924, he announced that thereafter the
Nazi Party would seek power through legitimate political
means (ibid:64). Thisdeci sion put the ac tionsand goal s of
theparty tothetest of publi copinion. Immedi ately, Hitler
wasconfrontedwiththischal lenge. Shirer describesthein
ter nal condi tion of theparty:
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...inthoseyearswhen Hit ler was shap ing his party to take
over Ger many’ sdestiny he had hisfill of trou bleswith his
chief lieutenants who constantly quarreled not only
among them selves but with him. He, who was so monu-
mentallyintol erant by hisvery nature, wasstrangely tol er-
ant of one hu man con di tion -- aman’smor als. No other
party in Ger many came near to at tract ing so many shady
characters...pimps,murderers, homosexuals... Hitler did
not care, as long as they were useful to him. When he
emerged from prison he found not only that they were at
each other’ sthroats but there was ade mand from themore
prim and respectable leaders such as Rosenberg and
L udendorf that thecrimi nalsandespecially theper vertsbe
ex pelled fromthemovement. ThisHit ler frankly refused

to do. (Shirer:173).

Rudolf Hess (far right) and other early Na zis upon their re lease from
prison af ter serv ing time for in volve ment in the Beer Hall Putsch

Hitler learned that public opinion was not with him in
the matter of homosexuality, despite Germany’s interna
tional reputationasahavenforhomosexuals. Incrimi nat-
ing letters which had been stolen from Roehm by a male
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prostitute (Plant:60) becameapubli c mat ter when Roehm
took the matter to court (Hohne:81). This, of course, ex-
acerbated the conflict among Hitler’s lieutenants, and led
Hitlertoini tial izethefirstinaseriesof publi crelationsef-
forts to hide Nazi perversions from the German people.
The greater part of these conflicts, interestingly, were
between the homosexuals themselves who, according to
Shirer “quarreled and feuded as only men of unnatural
sexual inclinations, with their peculiar jealousies, can’
(Shirer:172). Hewrites,

By 1926...the charges and countercharges hurled by the
Nazi Chieftains at one an-
other became so embar-
rassing that Hitler set up a
party court to settle them
and prevent his comrades
from washing their dirty
linen in public. Thiswas
known as the USCHLA
from Untersuchung-und-
Schlichtungs-Ausschuss
— Committeefor Investi-
gation and Settlement. Its
first head was a former
general, Heinemann, but
hewasun ableto grasp the
red_ purpose of the court, Hitler's personal attorney, Hans
which was not to pro- |grank,wasalsoahomosexual.
nounce judg ment onthose
accused of common
crimes but to hush them up and see that they did not dis-
turb party disci plineor theauthor ity of theLeader. Sothe
general was replaced by...MajorWal ter Buch, who was
given two assistants. Onewas Ul richsGraf, the former
butcher who had been Hit ler’ sbody guard; the other was
Hans Frank, a young Nazi lawyer...Thisfinejudi cial tri-
umvirate performed to the complete satisfaction of the
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Fuehrer. A party leader might be ac cused of the most ne
farious crime. Buch’s answer was, “Well, what of it?”’
(ibid.:174).

Obvi oudly, theact of assigning Buch, Graf and Frank to
this intra-party “court” rendered it a complete sham (at
leastinregardtohomosex ual crimes), sinceall werehomo-
sex uas. Theonly pur poseof thisand later ef fortsosten si-
bly designedto addresschargesof sex ual per ver ssonamong
the Naziswasto hidethetruth fromthepubli c. Hereisthe
root of Nazi “anti- homosexual” pol i cies.

As Nazi power grew, Hitler became increasingly
depend ent onthe sup port of the Ger man popu lation. And,
understandably enough, the German people were at the
same time growing increasingly disgusted with the de-
bauch eriestak ingplacein Ger mancities. Thistwofoldin
fluenceonHitler led himtotakeever morehard- linepublic
standsagainst ho mo sexu al ity inor der to cover up thetruth
abouttheparty. Theseverity of hispubli creactionstoeach
new scandal (especially thelater ones) miti gated theim pact
of rumors which constantly circulated in German society
about Nazi lead ers. Hitler’ sstrategy regardingall moral is
sues was to craft his rhetoric carefully “in or der not to of-
fendthesensi bili tiesof thepeople” (Mosse: 159).

Roehm, of course, presented a particularly difficult
problem for the Nazis because of his militant support for
what we know to day as“gay rights.” His SA menbeganto
be referred to by the anti-Nazis as the “Brown Fairies’
(Rector:56). Some time after Roehm’s exposure as a
homosexual (in his 1925 trial against the male prostitute,
Herman Siege seites,) he left Germany to take a post in the
Bolivian Army. It isunclear whether he made thismovein
response to a personal sense of disgrace about the
publicizing of his pederastic activities, or whether Hitler
had convinced him to get out of the public eye for the good
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Roehm’s SA troops, seen here leafletting prior to an elec tion, be came
known as the “Brown Fairies.”

of the party. In any case, Roehm's absence was only
temporary. Plant writes,

In 1929 aparty squab blethreat enedto tear the SA apart; a
rebel group under Captain Wal ter Sten nes had started a
mutiny. Stennestaunted Roehm’s stalwarts at a rdly,
dismissing them as “sissies in frilly underwear who
couldn’t or der their boysaround.” Astherebel liongrew

more serious, Hitler ordered his old friend to return to
Ger many. Roehm did not hesi tate to heed his Fuehrer’'s

call and his armed squads quickly and ruthlessly sup-
pressed the muti neers(Plant;60f).

While Roehm was away, the Nazis had been fairly
successful at keepingtheir per ver sionsout of sight. Most of
the Nazisre mained “in the closet,” or at least out of situa-
tions that their political enemies could use against them.
This, of course, changed when Roehm returned. Once
again, stories of Roehm'’s exploits were passed along the
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grapevine. It would be old news, however, that hurt the
Nazis again when Roehm’s damaging letters were pub-
lished by the newspapers belonging to the Social Demo-
crats. These, along with articles on the homosexual
practicesof subor di nate SA lead ers, were pub lished onthe
oc casion of Roehm’ sap point ment to head the SA (Ooster-
huisand Ken nedy:239n). “ Social Demo cratsand Commu
nists,” write Ooster huisand Ken nedy, “ sug gested [intheir
newspapers| that nepotism and abuse of power in the SA
and theHitler Y outh had contrib uted to mak ingho mo sexu-
ality an essential characteristic of the fascist system”
(ibid.:251). Herzer comments that the press campaign
against Roehm “invoked the possibility that ‘large seg-
ments of German youth’ could be led to homosexuality
through abuse of mili tary author ity by SA mem bers, most
of whomwereteenag ers’ (Her zer:225n). Hewrites:

Theprospect of Roehm’ sex ploitinghismili tary author ity
overyoungNazisfor his“pri vate” inter estswasthetar get
of such headlines in the left ist pressas*” Cap tain Roehm
Abuses Unemployed Young Workers” “Fox Guards
Chicken Coop,” or Physi cal and Moral Health of Ger man
Youth at Stake.” It could scarcely go unremarked...that
regulationsotherwise rigorously implemented were sus-
pended pre
cisely in the
Nazis private
army, that the
professional

proscription

of homosexu
aity that ap-
plied to every
teacher, every
officer, and

Reunion of the “Old Fighters” who had been every church
with Hit ler in the early days of the Nazi move- | functionary
ment.
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did not ap ply among the Nazis (Her zer:214).

Hitler, confronted with thisthreat tothe Nazi im age, re
sponded with adual strat egy. Hefirst of fered alimited de-
fense of Roehm, saying, “His private life cannot be an
objectof scrutiny unlessitconflictswithbasicprinci plesof
National Socialist ideology” (Bluel:98). Hitler aso at-
tempted to draw adistinc tion between the party and the SA
by por tray ingRoehm’ sproclivi tiesasanaspect of mil i tary
society. “[The SA] isnot an institute for the moral educa
tion of genteel youngladies, “said Hit ler, “but afor mation
of seasonedfighters’ (Bluel:98). Theimpli cation seemsto
havebeenthat homo sex ual ity wasanodd quirk of mil i tary
life that should be over looked in light of the value of these
soldiers mission and experience. Furthermore, he prom-
ised ex pul sionfromtheparty for any onewho continuedto
engage in “tongue-wagging” and “letter-writing” (Koehl:
43).

Homosexual ity wasclearly notlimitedtothe SA, how-
ever. Attorney and Hitlercontemporary Erich Ebermayer,
alsoahomosex ual, ob servedinhisdi ary that

Duringitstimeof strug gle, theNational Social ist move-
ment -- and not just the Roehm clique -- was afrater nity
such as Blueher portrayed in his books, its mo tive force
being homoeroticism...My exceedingly trustworthy
sources of information about these confidential mat-
ters...havehitherto... proudlystressed the ho mo erotic ori
entation of the Fuehrer and hisin ner cir cle(em phasisin
theorigi nal. Machtan:232).

Secondly, Hitler strengthened his rhetoric against
homosexuality in Ger mansoci ety atlarge. Anarti clethat
appeared in the official Nazi newspaper went so far as to
threatenhomo sexu al swithex ter mi nation. Onceagainthis
wasempty rhetoric. Adolf Brand, whose openly ho mo sex-
ual magazine, Der Ei gene, was by thistime widely read in
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Germany, responded to the Nazi article with one of his

own. Brand writes,

Men such as Captain Roehm, are, to our knowlalge, no
rarity atal intheNational Social ist Party. It rather teems
therewithhomo sexualsof al kinds. Andthejoy of manin
man, which hasbeen slan dered in their papersso of ten as
an ori ental viceal though the Eddafrankly ex tolsit asthe
highest virtue of the Teutons, blossoms around their

campfiresandiscul ti vated and fostered by theminaway
doneinnoother maleunionthat isreared on party poli tics.
Thethreat ened hang ing on the gal lows, with which they
al legethey wanttoex ter mi natehomosexuals,istherefore
only a horrible gesture that is sup posed to make stu pid
people believe that the Hitler people, in the matter of
male-to-male incli nations, areall asinno cent aspi geons
and pure as angels, just like the pious members of the
ChristianSoci ety of theVirgin... Thepubli cthreat against

the ho mo sexu ashasin the mean time not fright ened any
youth- friend or man- friend into de serting thisparty. One
knows per fectly well that all those publi cthreatsare only
paper masks (Brand in Ooster huisand Ken nedy:236f).

Power and Abuse

Despite Brand's protestations, Hitler's ruse was quite

successful in regard to the Nazis

Communistgraffitti: “Deathto Fascism.”

political fortunes. As
Machtan notes, “What
would now be rightly
condemned as dis
criminatory  dispar-
agement of a minority
wasthen still re garded
as a criminological
fact:thathomosexuals
make  exceptionally
skillful liars’
(Machtan:103). The
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party fared well in
theelectionsof 1932,
and on January 30,
1933, Adolf Hitler
was ap pointed Chan-
cellor of Germany.
The Nazi Party had
finaly come to
power. How ever, the
elections following
Hitler's ap point
ment, called by Hit-
ler himself, were
even more critical to
theNazis.

Hitler was de
manding the power
of authoritarian rule
over Germany, but
publicsupportforhis
plan was ambiguous

The Reichstag was torched by the Na zis.

(Toland:288). The great est threat came from the Commu
nists who had significant power and support of their own.
TheNazis diaboli cal solutiontothisprobleminvolvedthe
burning of the Ger manReichstag (an other famousinci dent
in Nazi history which is tied to the homosexuals in the
party). Car roll Quigley, inTrag edy and Hope writes,

[t was evi dent aweek bef orethe elec tion that the Ger-
man people were not convinced [that the Nazs should
gain the increased power they sought]. Accordingly...a
plot was worked out to burn the Reichstag buildingand
blamethe Commu nists. Most of thepl ot terswereho mo-
sexuals and were able to persuade a degenerate moron
from Holland named Van der Lubbe to go with
them...Most of the Nazis who were in on the plot were
mur dered by Goering dur ing the ‘blood purge’ of June
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30, 1934” (Quigley:437f). Vander Lubbewas exe cuted
for the crime.

Van Der Lubbe was homosexua as well. Oosterhuis
quotes a 1933 book prepared by the World Committee for
theVictimsof Ger man Fascism:

Enquiries in Leyden have definitely establishedthefact
that he[Van Der Lubbe] washomo sex ual. Thisisof great
importance for his later history...Van Der Lubbe's
homosexual connectionswiththeNational Social istlead

ersand hismaterial depend enceonthem madehim obedi
ent and willing to carry out the incendiary’s part
(Oosterhuis:253).

In The Life and Death of Her mann Goering, authors
Ewan Butler and Gordon Young list the Reichstag fire
conspirators. “The camarilla which finally drew up plans
for the ‘frame-up’ against the Communists consisted, be-
sidesCaptain Goer ing, itsorigi nator, of Goebbels, Roehm,
Heines, Count Helldorf, leader of the Berlin SA., Karl
Ernst, a certan SandartenFuehrer (regimenta
commander) of the SA. named Sander and two other
membersof theS.A., Fied ler and von Mohren schild” (But-
ler and Y oung:111).

Thestrat egy succeeded. Thepeople, per ceivingtheNa
zis as saviors in a time of crisis, gave the party complete
control of Ger mangov ernment. Not every oneinGer many,
however, was pleased with Hitler’s ascension to power.
For mer Chancel lor Kurt von Schlei cher gavevoicetoanin
ner fear that foreshadowed his own death: “This pack of
scoundrels, thesecrimi nals, thesefilthy boy street walk ers!
WEéll, they bet ter not come near me” (Rec tor:64). Schlei-
cher was killed in Munich by Hit ler’ smur der gang during
the Roehm Purge (Fest, 1975:465).

Once the party had come to power several homosexuals
in the Nazi leadership believed they could act with
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“Party Comrades, Heed Discipline,” pleads this sign at the Brown
House, head quar ters of the SA.

impunity in regard to their homosexua exploits. This
attitude would lead to severe consequences for these few
men and indirectly dictate Hitler’ sofficial policy regarding
homosexuality.

By the spring of 1934, Ernst Roehm’'s homosexual
activities had become more flagrant than ever, to the extent
that Himmler himself made a specia trip to plead with
Roehm to be more discrete. Roehm pretended to accede
but, as Gallo reports

Thenext morning Himmler’ sagentsreport that oneof the
most fantastic or gies they had ever seen took placethe
night before at Roehm’s head quar ters. Bot tlesthrown
from thewin dows smashed onthe pave mentsbelow, and
the sound of raucous laughter echoed in the street.
Roehm him self had beenanall- night par tici pant, withhis
Lustknaben, his male prostitutes. Himmlerisfuri ous.
(Gallo:68).

Roehm’'s exploits aso began implicating the more
genteel homosexualsinthe party. Roehm'’ sentourage now
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Ernst Roehm with aide-de-camp Count von Spreti.

included “young sons of the nobility, who form a brilliant
staff with the faces of perverse angels: Baron von
Falkenhausen, Count von Spreti, the Prince von Waldeck:
all ades-de-camp to Captain Roehm” (Galo:46).
(Waldeck was the first member of the old nobility to join
the Party and had been recruited by Himmler, himself --
Snyder:371).

At this same time Edmund Heines was appointed Chief
of Police of Breslau. Gallo writes,

His staff re sem bles Roehm’ s -- they arethe ob jects of its

chief’s amorous passion. The homosexua Engels is
OberstuermbannFuehrer (Lieutenant Colonel), and the
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young Schmidtisaide- de- camp. Thistwenty- year-oldis
Heines' latest folly. Whatever that handsome young
blonde does, heis pro tected by hislover. Once, inamo-
ment of drunkenness, he publicly kills a drinking com-
panionwith hissword, but the Chief of Policefor bidsthe
public prosecutortointervene....Besidethis couple, the
de praved Engels, awatch ful in triguer, playsthe part of
Heines evil genius. Heis one of those who use the SA
or gani zationandtheHitler Y outhtorecruit par tici pants
for hiserotic games (ibid.: 70).

Samuel Igraalso noted
the increasingly public
nature of the Nazi lead-
ers activities:

It was not merely that
these men practiced
their vicesin pri vateand
among their own clique;
but they madeasystem,
amost a cult, of their
moral corruption, and
used their positions of
power to molest with
impunity innocent boys
and girlswhosefeatures | Wilhelm Kube Gauleiter of Ost mark
and physique they fan- ?nd founder of the anti-?hristian
cied. When Kube and Ger man Faith Move ment.

his staff visited the vil -

lagesof hisdistrict, Kube ist dawasthewarning passed
from mouth to mouth among the peo ple, where upon par-
ents hid their boys and girls in the cd larsor inthe back
kitchens. The scoun drel needed so much money for his
filthy or giesthat hehad hisac com plicesap pointedto po-

s tionsinthelocal savingsbanksand bor oughtreasur ers
offices, where they systematically robbed the tills. In
Frankfort-on-Oder, for instance, Kube's accomplices
robbed the Post Office Sav ings Bank of 180,000 marks
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(about £15,000), and though the case was proved against
him in court, hewas dismissed only for awhileand rein-
stated in the Party again.

Thesein ci dentsdi vided the Nazi eliteasno other issue
had. Amoral scoundrelsall, themajor ity werenev er theless
practi cal menwhoknew theim por tanceof discretion, even
for dictatoria tyrants. The unquenchable arrogance of
these SA lead ersforced Hitlerintoanuntenableposi tion--
one which Roehm’ s enemies within the party would soon
exploit. Hitler first would soon be com pelled by Roehm'’s
pow er ful enemiesto assassi nate theworst of fendersinhis
ranks. Second, to counter the public impression that his
party wasrifewithhomosexual ity, Hitler would beforced
topublicly takeaharder line against sex ual devi ance.



