
Chap ter Two

HOMO-OCCULTISM

The story of the oc cult in world his tory is also a story of
ho mo sexu al ity.  By oc cult, we mean the for mal ized re lig -
ious ex pres sion of pa gan cul ture as op posed, for ex am ple,
to the philo sophi cal ideas of Hel lenic pa gan ism dis cussed
in the pre vious chap ter.  In The Oc cult Roots of Na zism,
his to rian Nicho las Goodrick- Clarke iden ti fies the roots of
oc cult ism in west ern his tory:

Oc cult ism has its ba sis in a re lig ious way of think ing, the
roots of which stretch back into an tiq uity....Its prin ci pal
in gre di ents have been iden ti fied as Gnos ti cism, the Her -
metic trea tises on al chemy and magic [rooted in Gnos ti -
cism], Neo- Platonism, and the Cab bala....Gnos ti cism
prop erly re fers to the be liefs of cer tain he reti cal sects
among the early Chris tians that claimed to pos sess gno -
sis, or spe cial eso teric knowl edge of spiri tual mat -
ters....The Gnos tic sects dis ap peared in the fourth
cen tury, but their ideas in spired the du al is tic Manichaean
re lig ion of the sec ond cen tury (Goodrick- Clarke:17)

Since oc cult ism is as so ci ated pri mar ily with
Gnosticism, the as so cia tion of the Gnos tics with ho mo -
sexu al ity is of pri mary rele vance to this study.  Thus we
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found an ob scure ref er ence to Hit ler as a Manichaean in
Ste ven Katz’s The Holo caust in His tori cal Con text, Vol -
ume 1, of in ter est.  Ar thur Evans’ Witch craft and the Gay
Coun ter cul ture pro vides some il lu mi na tion here. Mani, for

whom Manichaeism
is named, was a third
cen tury Prince of
Baby lon who de vised
his own form of
Gnos ti cism.  Gnos tics 
blended pa gan sex
ritu als and Mother
God dess wor ship
with ele ments of New 
Tes ta ment Chris ti an -
ity and “re jected Je -
ho vah God as an evil
de mon.”
Manichaeism im -
posed on Gnos ti cism
a caste sys tem of
lead ers (elect) and
fol low ers (hear ers).  

A Manichaean sect called the Bo gomils (later called the 
Ca thars) arose in Bul garia and spread across Europe.  Ho -
mo sexu al ity be came so closely as so ci ated with these Bul -
gar ian here tics that the prac tice be came known as
“bug gery.”  In deed, “the word for Ca thar in most Euro pean
lan guages came to be the word for ho mo sex ual: in Ger man,
Ket zer, in Ital ian, Gaz arro, and in French, Her ite....Her esy
and ho mo sexu al ity be came so in ter change able that those
ac cused of her esy at tempted to prove their in no cence by
claim ing het ero sexu al ity” (Evans:51ff).

We proba bly all take for granted the fact that to day our
mod ern world cul ture is domi nated by the re lig ions based
on the Mo saic law (i.e. Ju da ism, Chris ti an ity and Is lam).  In 
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their or tho dox forms each of these re lig ions re gards ho mo -
sexu al ity as an abomi na tion.  But pa gan cul tures have no
such pro hi bi tion.  (By defi ni tion, pa gans are peo ple who are 
not Jews, Chris tians or Mos lems).  In pa gan cul tures, ho -
mo sexu als as a group of ten hold an ele vated po si tion in re -
lig ion and so ci ety.  When pa gan civi li za tions ruled the
world, ho mo sexu al ity and ped er asty were widely prac ticed
and ac cepted.  Ho mo sexu al ist author Judy Grahn writes,

Many as pects of sha man ism had ho mo sex ual con tent,
and many of the gods, spir its, and di vini ties of the world
have been as so ci ated with Gay ness.  In Ta hiti there were
spe cial di vini ties for ho mo sex ual wor ship. The an cient
Shinto tem ples of Ja pan dis play scenes of sex ual rit ual or -
gies simi lar to those of the Bac cha na lia of the Ro -
mans...the Great Mother God dess of an cient China,
Kwan- Yin, was wor shiped with sex ual rites that in cluded 
ho mo sexu al ity. When the Span ish con quis ta dores
reached Cen tral Amer ica and the Yu ca tan, they found a
preva lence of Gay priests and sa cred stat ues and stone
sculp ture de pict ing the ho mo sex ual un ion as a sa cred act.
In the Yu ca tan the god Chin is said to have es tab lished sa -
cred ho mo sexu al ity and a Gay priest hood serv ing in the
tem ples just as was true of the tem ples of an cient Baby lon 
and Sum eria (Grahn:129).

Chris tian writer George Grant con curs.  He writes that
“Rome was a per pet ual sa tyri con.  Egypt, Per sia, Car thage,
Baby lon, and Assyria were all steeped in ped er as tic tra di -
tion.  And the an cient em pires of the Mon gols, Tar tars,
Huns, Teu tons, Celts, In cas, Az tecs, May ans, Nu bi ans,
Mings, Ca naan ites, and Zu lus like wise cele brated de prav -
ity, deg ra da tion and de bauch ery” (Grant, 1993:24).  In
Sexu al ity and Ho mo sexu al ity, his to rian Arno Kar len writes 
of ho mo sex ual cults through out the an cient world: “‘male
tem ple pros ti tutes’—ex isted among the devo tees of Ish tar
and As tarte in Syria, the Al ba ni ans and Baby lo ni ans, the
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Ca naan ite neigh bors of the an cient He brews, and in Cos,
Crete and Ephesus in the Greek world” (Kar len:6).
     The an cient re lig ion of Baal, fa mil iar to stu dents of the
Bi ble as the set of be liefs and prac tices which so of ten cor -
rupted He brew so ci ety in his tory, was one such cult.  Wor -
ship pers of Baal “‘built for them selves high places and
pil lars, and Ash erim (phal lic poles used to honor the god -
dess of fer til ity) on every high hill and un der every green
tree; and there were also male cult pros ti tutes in the land’”
(quo ta tion from 1 Kings 14 in Kar len:9). Ref er ence to these 
prac tices is found in sev eral places in the Bi ble, no ta bly
Deu teron omy 23:17-18: “There shall be no rit ual har lot of
the daugh ters of Is rael, or a per verted one of the sons of Is -
rael.  You shall not bring the wages of a har lot or the price
of a dog [male pros ti tute] to the house of the LORD your
God for any vowed of fer ing, for both of these are an abomi -
na tion to the LORD your God” (NKJ).

The Baal cult sur vived into Ro man times and fig ured
promi nently in the in fa mous de bauch er ies of the Ro man
em per ors in the first cen tu ries af ter Christ.  Kar len writes,

It was in as so cia tion with such cults that em per ors’ de vi -
ance be came most fla grant.  Com mo dus, who took the
throne in 180, ap peared in pub li c dressed as a woman and
was stran gled by a cata mitic [ho mo sex ual] fa vor ite;
Hadrian dei fied his ho mo sex ual lover An tious.  But nei -
ther matched Ele ga balus, who be gan his rule at the age of
four teen in 218, af ter hav ing been raised in Syria as a
priest of Baal.  He en tered Rome amid Syr ian priests and
eunuchs, dressed in silks, his cheeks painted scar let and
his eyes made up.  Vari ous Ro man his to ri ans say that he
as sem bled the ho mo sexu als of Rome and ad dressed them
garbed as a boy pros ti tute; put on a wig and so lic ited at the
door of a brothel; tried to get doc tors to turn him into a
woman; of fered him self for bug gery while play ing the
role of Ve nus in a court mime; kissed his male fa vor ites’
geni tals in pub li c and, like Nero, for mally mar ried one of
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them...Ele ga balus erected in Rome the great phal lic ash -
erim which the He brew kings had kept try ing to purge
from their land (Kar len:62).

It is rel e vant to point out that this time pe riod in the Ro -
man em pire can be con sid ered the Chris tians’ Ho lo caust.
In 64 A.D. Chris tians were blamed by Nero for the burn ing
of Rome and were tar geted for ex ter mi na tion.  Many Chris -
tians suf fered un imag in able tor tures as en ter tain ment for
the sa dis tic ho mo sex ual em per ors of Rome.  Though Rome
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was less ho mo sex u ally-oriented than Greece, Ro man so ci -
ety was nev er the less heavily in flu enced by ho mo sex ual
prac tices.  In Ho mo sex u al ity, the To rah and Grace, Dwight
Pryor re ports that 14 of the first 15 Ro man em per ors were
ho mo sex ual (tape one).  In The Con struc tion of Ho mo sex u -
al ity, his to rian Da vid F. Greenberg writes that “Ro man ho -
mo sex ual tastes were so taken for granted that when
An tony asked Herod to send his youn ger brother-in-law
Aristobulus to the Ro man court, Herod re fused be cause ‘he
did not think it safe to send him...to the prin ci pal man of the
Romans, that would abuse him in his amours’”
(Greenberg:154f). While there are many dif fer ences be -
tween the treat ment of Chris tians in Pa gan Rome and Jews
in Nazi Ger many, the prom i nence of ho mo sex u al ity among 
the chief per pe tra tors of both atroc i ties can not be ig nored.  

As we seek to un der stand Na zism, it is im por tant to re -
mem ber that Ju da ism and its Chris tian and Is lamic off -
shoots are fun da men tally op posed to ho mo sex u al ity.  As
we be gin to grasp the re la tion ship be tween ho mo sex u al ity
and oc cult ism on one hand, and be tween ho mo sex u als and
Na zism on the other, the ha tred of the Na zis for Jews and
Chris tians may be more eas ily ex plained.  The Jews were
the peo ple re spon si ble for the de mise of pa gan world
dom i na tion.  Their the ol ogy (es pe cially in its Chris tian
form) ban ished pa gan prac tices, in clud ing ho mo sex u al ity,
to a hid den and of ten re viled sub cul ture.  This is not to say
that anti-Semitism is strictly a re sult of oc cult or ho mo sex -
ual in flu ences.  But at its very root there is a spir i tual el e -
ment to the Ho lo caust that sug gests that it was, in some
re spects, ven geance against the peo ple whose moral laws
had rel e gated pa gan sex-religions to ob scu rity and ig no -
miny. 
 Yet, while Chris tian ity made great strides in lim it ing
pa gan prac tices, they were not elim i nated. Un der
Judeo-Christian cul tural pres sure, sur viv ing pa gan be liefs
and prac tices, in clud ing sex ual per ver sion, were forced
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from pub lic life,  reemerging  in se cre tive and mys ti cal
occultic so ci et ies. 

 It is im por tant to our study that we rec og nize that the
Na zis were strongly in flu enced by pa gan oc cult be liefs and, 
ad di tion ally, that ho mo sex u al ity is fun da men tal to many
pa gan be lief sys tems. As noted by Greenberg this is es pe -
cially true in re la tion to “aris to cratic war rior so ci et ies”
(ibid.:111).  In deed, this was true even of the Greeks, whose 
ho mo sex u al ity was forced upon them by the Dorian in vad -
ers of the twelfth cen tury B.C.  “Plu tarch (Erotikus, 761 D)
states: ‘it was chiefly war like peo ples like the Boeotians,
Lacedemonians and Cretans, who were ad dicted to ho mo -
sex u al ity’” (Flaceliere:64ff). Au thor Brian Pronger notes
that even the an cient Egyp tians ex hib ited this ten dency;
their war riors raped en emy sol diers af ter de feat ing them in
bat tle (Pronger:138). 

It is also im por tant to rec og nize that homo-occultism
has re mained a part of pa gan cul tures through out the cen tu -
ries to the pres ent, even though the global pre dom i nance of
the Judeo-Christian sex ual ethic has lim ited its ac cep tance
in most mod ern pa gan so ci et ies such as China and Ja pan.
When Je suit mis sion ar ies ar rived in six teenth cen tury
China, for ex am ple, they found wide spread ped er asty
(Spence:220) which they quickly moved to erase.  And
Rossman com pares “the in sti tu tion al ized ped er asty of the
priv i leged war rior class of me di eval Ja pan’s pederastic mil -
i tary struc ture” to “Nazi so ci ety” (Rossman:23).

Greenberg re ports on doz ens of mostly prim i tive mod -
ern pa gan so ci et ies which prac tice rit ual ho mo sex u al ity,
usu ally ped er asty.  These so ci et ies are found through out the 
world, in coun tries such as Brazil, New Guinea, Mo rocco,
sub-Saharan Af rica and Ma lay sia.  Greenberg writes,

In many so cie ties, male ho mo sex ual re la tions are struc -
tured by age or gen era tion: the older part ner takes a role
de fined as ac tive or mas cu line; the younger, a role de -
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fined as pas sive or fe male...[In many cases] The ho mo sex -
ual prac tices are jus ti fied by the be lief that a boy will not
ma ture [with out these at ten tions] (Green berg:26ff).

Such mod ern so cie ties are pro filed in The Sam bia, by 
an thro polo gist Gil bert Herdt, who stud ied ho mo sexu al ity
in primi tive cul tures.  He writes that “rit ual ho mo sexu al ity
has been re ported by an thro polo gists in scat tered ar eas
around the world [re veal ing a]...per va sive link be tween rit -
ual homo sexu al ity and the war rior ethos....We find these
simi lar forms of war rior ho mo sexu al ity in such di verse
places as New Guinea, the Ama zon, An cient Greece, and
his tori cal Ja pan” (Herdt:203).  The pro cess of a boy’s ho -
mo sex ual ini tia tion in these so cie ties is hor rific: he is de -
prived of sleep, starved, beaten and raped over sev eral days
un til he is com pletely “re so cial ized” as a ho mo sex ual
(ibid:179f).

 Thus ho mo sexu al ity in pa gan ism is not a relic of
antiquity but an on go ing phe nome non.  And the preva lence
of ho mo sexu als as oc cult lead ers con tin ues to day.  In the
con text of West ern cul ture this may sim ply be be cause
homo sexu als gravi tate to phi loso phies which op pose
Judeo- Christian mo ral ity.  But this would not ex plain the
wide occurrence of ho mo sex ual ritu als in primi tive and
pre- Christian pa gan cul tures. 

Homosexualist Lau rence J. Rosan writes that “the
priests of poly the is tic or spirit re lig ions...[are] ex pected to
be ‘dif fer ent’-- un worldly, even ec cen tric, given to vi sions,
dra matic pro nounce ments and so on -- an ideal op por tu nity
for both male and fe male ho mo sexu als!” (Ro san:268f).
The Bi ble, how ever, of fers its own ex pla na tion, de fin ing an 
in di vidu al’s ho mo sexu al ity not as an in ci den tal fac tor in
pa gan re lig ion but, at least in some cases, as the con se -
quence of “wor ship ing the creation rather than the Crea -
tor.”  The Book of Ro mans, Chap ter 1, Verses 18-27 reads
as fol lows:
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For the wrath of God is re vealed from heaven against all
un god li ness and un right eous ness of men, who sup press
the truth in un right eous ness, be cause what may be known 
of God is mani fest in them, for God has shown it to them.
For since the crea tion of the world His in visi ble at trib utes
are clearly seen, be ing un der stood by the things that are
made, even His eter nal power and God head, so that they
are with out ex cuse, be cause, al though they knew God,
they did not glo rify Him as God, nor were thank ful, but
be came fu tile in their thoughts, and their fool ish hearts
were dark ened.  Pro fess ing to be wise, they be came fools, 
and changed the glory of the in cor rupti ble God into an
im age made like cor rupti ble man — and birds and four-
 footed ani mals and creep ing things.  There fore God also
gave them up to un clean ness, in the lusts of their hearts,
to dis honor their bod ies among them selves, who ex -
changed the truth of God for the lie, and wor shiped and
served the crea ture rather than the Crea tor, who is blessed 
for ever. Amen.  For this rea son God gave them up to vile
pas sions.  For even their women ex changed the natu ral
use for what is against na ture.  Like wise also the men,
leav ing the natu ral use of the woman, burned in their lust
for one an other, men with men com mit ting what is
shame ful, and re ceiv ing in them selves the pen alty of their 
er ror which was due (NKJ).

Ironi cally, the Bib li cal event which marks the be gin -
ning of ho mo sex ual prac tices in the post- flood world is the
same one that is mis in ter preted by pseudo- Christian white
su prema cists to jus tify their ra cial theo ries.  Chris tian re -
searcher Dwight Pryor gives the fol low ing in ter pre ta tion
(which we have sum ma rized) of a fa mil iar Bib li cal
passage.   In Gene sis 9, Noah fell un con scious from drink -
ing too much wine and while he was thus in ca paci tated
Ham “saw [or un cov ered]  his na ked ness.”  This term, used
pri mar ily in the book of  Le viti cus,  is a He braic euphe mism 
for sex ual in ter course. “And Noah awoke from his wine,
and knew what his younger son had done to him.”  As a re -
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sult of his sex ual at -
tack on his fa ther,
Ham is cursed by
Noah. (In Call of the
To rah Rabbi Elie
Munk cites He brew
schol ars who also
in ter prets Ham’s
vio la tion as “an act
of ped er asty”) -
(Munk:220).  Thus
Ham be comes Ca -
naan, for whom the
land of Ca naan is
named.  Some gen -
era tions later the
Canaan ite cit ies of

Sodom and Go mor rah would be de stroyed by God be cause
of ho mo sexu al ity.  White suprema cists ref er to Ham as the
fa ther of the col ored races which they call “mud peo ple.”
But it is ho mo sex ual per ver sion, not skin color, which is as -
so ci ated with the curse of Ca naan. 

Ma dame Blavat sky and the Theosophical So ci ety

An ex ami na tion of the homo- occultic in flu ences on the
Na zis must be gin with the Russian- born mys tic He lena
Petrovna Blavat sky (1831-1891), founder of the Theo -
sophi cal So ci ety and a fig ure who looms large be hind some
of the de fin ing ac tions and be liefs of the Nazi Party.
Blavat sky was proba bly a les bian, but we have no proof that 
she ac tu ally en gaged in les bian sex ual ac tiv ity.  She is de -
scribed as a very “mas cu line” woman who domi nated her
many fol low ers, both male and fe male (Cav endish:250).
She was mar ried twice and main tained a long as so cia tion
with Theo sophi cal So ci ety co- founder Henry Ol cott, but
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these were re la tion ships of
con ven ience.  Blavat sky
in sisted she had never had
sex with either hus band
(Me ade:137) and wrote,
“There is noth ing of the
woman in me.  When I was
young, if a young man had
dared to speak to me of
love, I would have shot
him like a dog who bit me”
(ibid.:50).

A world fa mous oc -
cult ist, Blavat sky founded
the Theo sophi cal So ci ety
in 1875 in New York, but
soon moved her op era tion
to In dia where she wrote
an in flu en tial oc cult book
called The Se cret Doc trine
in 1888.  In The Se cret
Doc trine Blavat sky ex -
pounds the Theo sophi cal
the ory of crea tion; a
seven- step pro gres sion of
hu man evo lu tion in which
suc ces sive “races” evolve
from a lower to a higher
form of life.  She calls
these stages “root races”
and iden ti fies our cur rent
“root race” as the fifth of
seven -- the Ar yan race --
which fol lows the fourth race, known as the At lan tean.
Blavat sky used a va ri ety of eso teric sym bols in the book,
in clud ing tri an gles and swas ti kas.  She claimed to be the
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cho sen spokes per son for two “ex alted mas ters” who com -
mu ni cated tele pathi cally with her from their se cret dwell -
ing place in Ti bet (Goodrick- Clarke:18ff).

In 1884 the first Ger man Theo sophi cal So ci ety was
es tab lished.  De spite its lu di crous ten ets, The oso phy be -
came ex tremely popu lar in Ger many and Aus tria.  Its Ar yan 
rac ist elit ism ap pealed to the grow ing number of eth nic
Ger mans whose voelkisch, or na tion al ist, sen ti ments de -
manded a re united Ger many.  Ac cord ing to Blavat sky, the
Ary ans were the most spiri tu ally ad vanced peo ple on earth,
but the Jews had a “re lig ion of hate and mal ice to ward eve -
ry one and eve ry thing out side it self.”  This was a mes sage
tailor- made for Na zism.

Bef ore she died in 1891, Blavat sky chose her Brit ish
dis ci ple An nie Be sant to be her suc ces sor.  Be sant, who had 
once been a de vout Chris tian, be came a dedi cated oc cult ist
af ter meet ing Blavat sky.  James Webb writes,

Mrs. Be sant’s ex traor di nary trans for ma tions from An gli -
can min is ter’s wife through birth- control propa gan dist
and la bor leader to The oso phist ...are...well known...Ar -
thur Neth er cot, her bi og ra pher, sug gests an ele ment of the
les bian in the rapid domi na tion of Mrs. Be sant by H. P.
Blavat sky (Webb:94).

“She ad dressed An nie in sus pi ciously ful some and en -
dear ing terms,” writes Neth er cot, “‘Dea rest,’ ‘My Dear est,’ 
‘Dearly Be loved One,’ and sign ing her self ‘Very ador ing.’” 
Neth er cot also re ports that “she dis patched mis sives to An -
nie...and ad dressed them to ‘My Dar ling Pe nelope’ from
‘Your...fe male Ulys ses’” (Neth er cot:306).  

Be sant’s “men tor and part ner” in run ning the Theo -
sophi cal So ci ety was Char les Lead beater, whom Webb de -
scribes as “that type of mildly ho mo sex ual cler gy man who
is as fa mil iar now as he was then” (Webb:95).  But Lead -
beater’s ho mo sexu al ity was not “mild” enough to keep him
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out of trou ble.  “From his early days as a Hamp shire cu rate
un til the close of his life,” writes Webb, “he seems to have
had an in cur able taste for young men” (ibid.:95).

At one point Lead beater claimed to have dis cov ered the 
new Mes siah -- the re turned Christ -- in the per son of a

young In dian named Jiddu
Krishna murti.  Krishna murti
gained in ter na tional ac cep tance
among fol low ers of The oso phy as
the new Sav ior.  The boy’s fa ther
nearly ru ined the scheme for the
The oso phists, how ever, when he
accused Lead beater of cor rupt ing
his son. “There was...small doubt
that Lead beater had been up to his
old tricks again” (ibid.:102).
    Un der Be sant and Lead beater,
The oso phy at tracted an even
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greater fol low ing.  The writ ings of both Be sant and Lead -
beater, as well as Blavat sky, were trans lated and pub lished
in Ger many.  An 1892 pe ri odi cal, Lo tus Blos soms , fea tured
Blavat sky’s writ ings and “was the first Ger man pub li ca tion
to sport the theo sophi cal swas tika upon its cover”
(Goodrick- Clarke:25).  As time went on nu mer ous other
Theosophy- based oc cult groups formed in Ger many and
Aus tria.  Sev eral of these groups would pro vide the philo -
sophi cal frame work for Na zism.

Guido von List and the Ar ma nen Or der

Guido von List (1848-1919)
was the first to com bine Ger -
man na tion al ism with the oc -
cult teach ings of The os o phy.
A bit ter critic of Chris tian ity, 
es pe cially Ca thol i cism, List
had con verted to Wotanism
(wor ship of Wotan, the an -
cient Ger man god of storms)
as a young teen ager. Years
later List “be came a cult fig -
ure on the east ern edge of the

Ger man world.  He was re garded by his read ers and fol low -
ers as a bearded old pa tri arch and a mys ti cal na tion al ist
guru whose clair voy ant gaze had lifted the glo ri ous Aryan
and Ger man past of Aus tria into full view from be neath the
de bris of for eign in flu ences and Chris tian cul ture”
(Goodrick-Clarke:33).

Al though twice mar ried, List was al most cer tainly ho -
mo sex ual.  His closest as so ci ates in cluded oc cult ists Jorg
Lanz von Liebenfels and Harald Gravelle, the for mer very
prob a bly, the lat ter avow edly, ho mo sex ual.  Gravelle, a
lead ing The os o phist in Ger many, also con trib uted to the
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ped er ast jour nal, Der Eigene. List was also known as the
Aleister Crowley of Vi enna be cause he was deeply in -
volved in Hindu Tan trism, a form of black magic that in cor -
po rated de vi ant sex ual rit u als (J.S. Jones:124).  In The
Mag i cal World of Alister Crowley, bi og ra pher Fran cis
King states that as part of his occultic rit u als, Crowley “de -
lib er ately hu mil i ated him self
by be ing...the pas sive part ner
in act[s] of buggery” (King in
Tompkins:421). 

 In 1908 List formed the
Guido von List So ci ety in part
to pro mote his Ariosophist re -
search and writ ings, which by
this time had be come vi ciously 
anti-Semitic (ibid.:43).

List’s oc cult ac tiv i ties
ranged across a wide spec -
trum.  He was an ex pert on the
Rune al pha bet and wrote sev -
eral books on the sub ject.  He was par tic u larly in fat u ated
with the dual light ning bolt sym bol that would later be come 
the des ig na tion for the SS. (J. S. Jones:125).  (The sin gle
light ning bolt would be adopted by the Hit ler Youth.) He
was also a self-styled oc cult mas ter, claim ing to be “the last
of the Armanist ma gi cians who had for merly wielded au -
thor ity in the old Aryan world” (Goodrick-Clarke:33).  
In 1911, List formed an elit ist oc cult or ga ni za tion called the 
Hoeher Armanen-Orden (“Higher Armanen Or der”).  The
HAO was a hi er ar chi cal priest hood in which he was Grand
Mas ter.  List claimed this cult was the sur viv ing rem nant of
an an cient or der of priest-kings called the Armanenschaft.
This group was the source of List’s great est in flu ence on
the Na zis.  Goodrick-Clark writes,
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List’s blue print for a new pan- German em pire [based
upon a re vival of the Ar ma nen schaft] was de tailed and un -
am bi gu ous.  It called for the ruth less sub jec tion of non-
 Aryans to Ar yan mas ters in a highly struc tured hi er ar chi -
cal state.  The quali fi ca tions of can di dates [for po si tions in 
the new so cial or der]...rested solely on their ra cial pu -
rity...But List went fur ther still, an tici pat ing the mys ti cal
elit ism of the SS in Nazi Ger many...List’s ideal was a
male or der with an oc cult chap ter (Goodrick- Clarke:64f).

Not only is List’s de sign strik ingly simi lar to the later
plans of Hein rich Himm ler for the SS- controlled state, but
it is also remi nis cent of the Brand/Fried lander phi loso phy
of mili ta ris tic male su prem acy.

Al though the Ar ma nen Or der was never a large or gani -
za tion, its mem ber ship in cluded high- ranking mem bers of
Aus trian so ci ety (ibid.:233n).  One dev o tee of List’s writ -
ings would be come the hub of the Nazi move ment: the
young Adolf Hitler.  Af ter the fall of the Third Reich, a
book writ ten by Guido von List was found in Hit ler’s pri -
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vate li brary.  On the in side cover was writ ten the in scrip -
tion: “To Adolf Hit ler, my dear brother in Ar ma nen,”
al though this is in suf fi cient evi dence to con clude that Hit ler 
be longed to the or der itself (J.S. Jones:124; Waite,
1977:90).  

Jorg Lanz von Lie ben fels and Ariosophy

If any oc cult ist can be said to have had more in flu ence
on Hit ler and the Na zis than List it would be Jorg Lanz von
Lie ben fels (1874-1954).  Lanz was a former Cis ter cian
Monk who had been thrown out of the or der “for car nal and
worldly de sires” (Sklar:19). Since the Cis ter cian Or der was 
a closed, all- male mon as tery, it is as sumed that Lanz's in -
dis cre tions were of a ho mo sex ual na ture.  Ger man writer
Friedrich Buchmayr noted the fol low ing about Lanz

[F]ollowing his or di na tion in 1898, as a priest, Lanz was
put to use as a teacher of choir boys. In April of 1899, the
24-year-old left the or der, stat ing his rea son for this step
as “in creas ing ner vous ness” and “ir ri ta tion.” In the Chap -
ter Book his de par ture was ac counted to “car nal loves.”
His later rad i cal ha tred of women sug gests a failed re la -
tion ship with women (Buchmayr, Biographisch-
Bibliographisches Kirchenlexikon , Vol. XVI, 1999)

It was through Lanz that Hit ler
would learn that many of his he roes 
of his tory were also “prac tic ing ho -
mo sexu als” (Waite, 1977:94f).  Af -
ter be ing ex pelled from the
mon as tery, Lanz formed his own
oc cul tic or der called the Ordo Novi
Tem pli or the Or der of the New
Tem ple (ONT).  The ONT was re -
lated to the Ordo Tem pli Ori en tis
or Or der of the Tem ple of the East,
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which, like List’s or gani za tion, prac ticed tan tric sex ual
ritu als (How ard:91).
     Hit ler was aware that Lanz was a ho mo sex ual, ac cord ing
to Frau Elsa Schmidt-Falk of the Nazi Ge ne al ogy Of fice of
Mu nich, as re ported by Daim. Schmidt-Falk fre quently
spoke with Hit ler per son ally in her role as a ge ne a log i cal
re searcher whose task was to ver ify the ra cial pu rity of
highly-placed Na zis. She did not con clude from her dis cus -
sions that Hit ler was per son ally as so ci ated with Lanz (al -
though he may have been) but she re ported that

Lanz was also men tioned once in the fol low ing con nec -
tion: a con victed ho mo sex ual had ad dressed a plea for
clem ency to Hit ler, in which he des ig nated [Lanz] as a ho -
mo sex ual.  Hit ler al lowed this man to dis ap pear...im me di -
ately....[At an other time] Hit ler men tioned Roehm,
Heines, etc. and also Lanz von Liebenfels and his group,
about which (group) he (Hit ler) at least ac cepted that it
was ac tively ho mo sex ual (Daim:41).

   

Both List’s and Lanz’ or ga ni za tions were mod eled on
the Teu tonic Knights and the Knights Tem plars,  mili ta ris -
tic mo nas tic or ders founded in 1118 A.D. to fight in the
Cru sades (Goodrick- Clarke:60).  Fol low ing the cru sades,
the Tem plars re turned to Europe, but did not de mo bi lize.
In stead the mem bers es tab lished mon as ter ies which be -
came cen ters of trade and in flu ence.  In the early 1300s the
Knights Tem plars were con demned by Pope In no cent III
for ho mo sex ual per ver sion and oc cul tic prac tices.  They
were brought to trial and dis banded by King Philip the Fair
of France.  Igra writes,

[Homo sexu ali ty’s] mor bid his tory in the Ger man blood
dates from the time of the Teu tonic Knights...Their per -
sonal lives were as in fa mous as the more widely pub li -
cized in fa mies of their brother Knights, the Tem plars.
These lat ter be came so cor rupt that they raised the prac tice 
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of their car di nal vice [ho mo sexu al ity] into a re ligious
cult...There were in nu mer able pub li c tri als where the
most re volt ing de tails were brought to light (Igra:18).
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Oth ers have con firmed the preva lence of ho mo sexu al -
ity among the Teu tonic Knights.   Adolf Brand, writing in
Der Ei gene, said of the Teu tons (from whom the Teu tonic
Knights take their name), that “the Edda [Norse my thol -
ogy] ex tols it [ho mo sexu al ity] as the high est vir tue of the
Teu tons (Brand in Ooster huis and Ken nedy:236f). Nazi
lead ers, es pe cially Himm ler, were in fatu ated with the Teu -
tons.  Sklar writes that “Like List and Lanz, Himm ler was
ob sessed with...the Or der of the Teu tonic Knights” and that
he “saw his Black Guards [the S.S.] as an elite cadre of Teu -
tonic war ri ors” (Sklar:14ff).  Like wise,  Fre der ick the
Great, Hit ler’s per sonal hero, “re vived the vices of the Teu -
tonic Knights” in his army (Igra:19). 

Hit ler’s Or dens bur gen (“Cas tles of the Order”) were
“the high est resi den tial acade mies for the train ing of the
Nazi elite” and “re ceived their name from the me die val for -
tresses built by the Teu tonic Knights” (Sny der:261).  It was
fit ting, then, that the swas tika flag would first be flown over 
one of these for tresses.  On Christ mas day, 1907, many
years bef ore the swas tika would be come the sym bol of the
Third Reich, Lanz and other mem bers of the ONT raised a
swas tika flag over the cas tle which Lanz had pur chased to
house the or der  (Goodrick- Clarke:109).  Lanz chose the
swas tika, he said, be cause it was the an cient pa gan sym bol
of Wo tan (Cav endish:1983).  Wo tanism, in ci den tally, was
claimed by List to have been the na tional re lig ion of the
Teu tons (Goodrick- Clarke:39).

The jour nal of the ONT was called Ostara, named for
the fe male coun ter part to Wo tan in the pa gan Ger manic
pan theon.  Some of the ti tles of Ostara pam phlets in cluded
“The Dan gers of Women’s Rights and the Ne ces sity of a
Mas cu line Mo ral ity of Mas ters,” and “In tro duc tion to
Sexual- Physics, or Love as Odylic En ergy.”  Lanz claimed
ho mo sexu al ity was the re sult of “Odylic” in flu ences
(Waite, 1977:93f).  Lanz hated women, writ ing that “the
soul of the woman has some thing pre- human, some thing
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de monic, some thing en ig matic about it” (Rho des:108).
“Na ture her self,” wrote Lanz, “has or dained women to be
our slaves” (Lanz in Daim:31). He blamed Ar yan ra cial im -
pu ri ties on pro mis cu ous women who were copu lat ing with
“men of lower races.”

Lanz’s oc cult phi loso phies, which he dubbed Ario so -
phy (Ar yan The oso phy), were an en large ment upon the
ideas of Guido von List.  To the foun da tion of The oso phy
and Ger man na tion al ism, Lanz added the popu lar theme of
so cial Dar win ism, as pro moted by Ernst Haeckel and the
Mo nist League.  Haeckel is fa mous to day for his de bunked
the ory that “on togeny re ca pitu lates phy logeny,” the idea
that the un born young of all spe cies pass through dis tinct
em bry onic stages that re ca pitu late the evo lu tion of suc ces -
sive phyla.  But in pre- Nazi Ger many, Haeckel was fa mous
for his ap pli ca tion of Dar win’s con cept of “sur vival of the
fit test” to hu man so ci ety.  Cam bridge his to rian and Lon don
Times jour nal ist Ben Mac in tyre writes,

The Ger man em bry olo gist Haeckel and his Mo nist
League told the world, and in par ticu lar, Ger many, that the 
whole his tory of na tions is ex pli ca ble by means of natu ral
se lec tion: Hit ler and his twisted theo ries turned this
pseudo- science into poli tics, at tempt ing to de stroy whole
races in the name of ra cial pu rity and the sur vival of the
fit test...Hit ler called his book Mein Kampf, “My Strug -
gle,” echo ing Haeck el’s trans la tion of Dar win’s phrase
“the strug gle for sur vival” (Mac in tyre:28f).

Lanz’s Ario so phy would fuel the imagi na tions of the
Nazi elite, de spite (or per haps be cause of) its lu na tic quali -
ties.  “Lanz ful mi nated,” writes Goodrick- Clarke, “against
the false Chris tian tra di tion of com pas sion for the weak and 
in fe rior and de manded that the na tion deal ruth lessly with
the un der privi leged” (Goodrick- Clarke:97).  Waite re ports
that Hit ler was an avid fan of Ostara and de vel oped his
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anti- Semitic phi loso phy with the help of rac ist pam phlets
pub lished and dis trib uted by Lanz and Guido von List.

[Hitler] bought some anti- Semitic pam phlets for a few
pen nies.  These pam phlets, which were so im por tant to
the for ma tion of Hit ler’s politi cal think ing, were dis trib -
uted by a viru lently anti- Semitic so ci ety called the List-
 Gesellschaft.  The tracts were writ ten by two now-
 forgotten pam phlet eers, Georg Lanz von Lie ben fels
(1872-1954) and Guido von List (c. 1865-1919). Of all
the rac ist pam phlets avail able to Hitler dur ing those
years, only those writ ten by Lanz and List set forth in ex -
plicit de tail the ideas and theo ries that be came un mis taka -
bly and char ac ter is ti cally Hit ler’s own.  Only they
preached the ra cial the ory of his tory which pro claimed
the ho li ness and unique ness of the one crea tive race of
Ary ans; only they called for the crea tion of a ra cially pure 
state which would bat tle to the death the in fe rior races
which threat ened it from with out and within; and only
they de manded the po liti cal domi na tion of a ra cial elite
led by a quasi- religious mili tary leader.  Hit ler’s po liti cal
ideas were later de vel oped and re in forced in rac ist cir cles
of Mu nich af ter the war in 1919-1923, but their gene sis
was in Vi enna un der the in flu ence of Lanz and List
(Waite, 1977:91).

In 1958 Wil helm Daim, an Aus trian psy cholo gist, pub -
lished a study of Lanz en ti tled Der Mann der Hit ler die
Ideen gab (“The Man Who Gave Hit ler His Ideas”).  In the
book, Daim re counts that Lanz had met Hit ler in Vi enna
when the lat ter was 20 years old.  Hit ler of ten vis ited oc cult
book stores and he used his con tacts in some of them to
locate Lanz af ter hav ing trou ble find ing back is sues of
Ostara.  While he was des ti tute in Vi enna, Hit ler “hotly
defended Lie ben fels’ ideas against skep tics” writes Sny der
(Sny der:211).  In 1932, twenty- three years af ter that fate ful
meet ing, Lanz wrote, “Hit ler is one of our pu pils...you will
one day ex pe ri ence that he, and through him we, will one
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day be vic to ri ous and de velop a move ment that makes the
world trem ble” (Cav endish:1983).  This proc la ma tion,
how ever, did not sit well with der Fue hrer, and he had
Lanz’s writ ings banned in 1933 (Sny der:211).

Lanz’s Ostara was a fo cal point for rac ist and oc cult
fig ures in Ger many.  In Ostara, Lanz pro posed that “un sat -
is fac tory” ra cial types be elimi nated by abor tion, ster ili za -
tion, star va tion, forced la bor and other means.  He also
rec om mended Ar yan breed ing farms where a mas ter race,
des tined to con trol the world, could be hatched
(Cavendish:1983).  Hein rich Himm ler would later cre ate
such a breed ing pro gram (called Le bens born) dur ing the
Third Reich.  The close simi lar ity of Lanz’s pre scrip tion for 
the elimi na tion of “in fe ri ors” to the views of Bene dict
Fried lander sug gests the pos si bil ity of a re la tion ship be -
tween The ONT (Or der of the New Tem ple) and the
Commu nity of the Elite.  One link was Har ald Grav elle, a
ho mo sex ual mem ber of the Guido von List So ci ety who
wrote for both Ostara and Der Ei gene (Steak ley:67n.34).
Grav elle was “the prin ci ple the oso phist of Lanz’s ac quain -
tance, with the ex cep tion of Guido List” (Goodrick-
 Clarke:100).

Al though not di rectly con nected to the ONT, the as tro -
lo gist, Dr. Karl Gun ther He im soth was an other link
between the Com mu nity of the Elite and the oc cult ists.
Heimsoth, a ho mo sex ual, was “a close friend and Freikorps 
com rade of Roehm” and main tained “close con tact with
sev eral fu ture Nazi big wigs” (Machtan:108f).  He wrote a
book ti tled Charak ter Kon stel la tion, which was de voted
en tirely to the horo scopes of ho mo sexu als (Rec tor:81); he
was also a con tribu tor to Der Ei gene.  He im soth is re mem -
bered for coin ing the term “ho mo phile” (Ooster huis and
Ken nedy:188), which was a common Amer i can syno nym
for ho mo sex ual in the early de cades of the “gay” move ment 
here.
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The Thule So ci ety

In 1912, var i ous fol low -
ers of List and Lanz formed
an or ga ni za tion called the
Germanen Or der.  Di -
verging rad i cally from the
purely philo sophic and spir -
i tual fo cus of the groups that 
the two “mas ters” had
formed, the Germanen Or -
der was to take an ac tive role 
in ful fill ing the goals of
Ariosophist teach ings. “The
prin ci ple aim of the
Germanen Or der,” writes
Goodrick-Clarke, “was the
mon i tor ing of the Jews and
their ac tiv i ties by the cre -
ation of a cen ter to which all anti-Semitic ma te rial would
flow for dis tri bu tion” (Goodrick-Clarke:128).  Only Ary -
ans of pure de scent were al lowed to be come mem bers.  The
first World War dis rupted the or ga ni za tion, but in the af ter -
math of the war the chap ters of the Or der be gan to en gage in 
di rect ac tion against those they con sid ered to be their en e -
mies.  

Af ter the war the Or der be gan to be “used as a cover or -
ga ni za tion for the re cruit ment of po lit i cal as sas sins”
(ibid.:133) who re vived the prac tices of  the Vehmgericht, a
me di eval vig i lante so ci ety whose only sen tence was death
(Waite 1969:216ff). Prom i nent among these as sas sins were 
Gerhard Rossbach, Edmund Heines and other “Butch” ho -
mo sex u als who would later help to shape the Nazi Party
(Snyder:92, Waite:222f).

Some 354 en e mies of the na tion al ists were killed over
sev eral years in the cam paign of Vheme mur ders, the most
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prom i nent be ing Walther Rathenau, For eign Min is ter of the 
Ger man Re pub lic dur ing World War I. Ironically, many of
the vic tims were killed for sex ual and not po lit i cal rea sons. 
Waite writes,

The Feme [ Vheme] was of ten di rected against former
com rades of post- Free Corps or gani za tions.  The very
mul ti plic ity of Bunds and se cret so cie ties led to com pe ti -
tion, quar rel ing and death....Com pe ti tion and con flict was
in ten si fied by the fact that many of the Free boot ers were
ho mo sexu als and hence prone to jeal ousy and “lover’s
quar rels.” The Mayer- Hermann case will serve as an ex -
am ple.

Ober leut nant Mayer was Kre is le iter of the “Ar be its ge -
mein schaft Ross bach.”  He was also, as court tes ti mony
eu phe mis ti cally put it, “an en emy of women,” as was his
Leader, Ger hard Ross bach and, sup ported by a wealthy to -
bac co nist, one Kurt Her mann, he founded his own “Ar be -
its ge mein schaft Mayer.”  But Ober leut nant Mayer soon
be came jeal ous of a cer tain Ge bauer, a former Bal tic
fighter, who was also court ing Herr Her mann.  Mayer
charged Ge bauer with trea son and sent two of his men to
Her mann’s home.  They found the trai tor in bed with Herr
Her mann -- Frau Her mann was away at the time -- and
car ried out the sen tence of the Feme (Waite 1969:222f).

In 1917, be cause of the as so cia tion of the Ger ma nen
Or der with po liti cal ter ror ism, its Ba var ian chap ter changed 
its name to the Thule So ci ety “to spare it the at ten tions of
so cial ist and pro- Republican ele ments” (ibid.:144).  The
Thule So ci ety re tained many of the bi zarre oc cult theo ries
origi nated by Blavat sky and “had close ties to Crowley’s
or gani za tion” (Ra schke:339).  His to rian Wulf Schwarz wal -
ler writes,

Briefly, the creed of the Thule So ci ety in ner cir cle was as
fol lows: Thule was a leg en dary is land in the Far North,
simi lar to At lan tis, sup pos edly the cen ter of a lost, high

120                                Homo-Occultism



level civi li za tion.  But not all se crets of that civi li za tion
had been com pletely wiped out.  Those that re mained
were be ing guarded by an cient, highly in tel li gent be -
ings...The truly ini ti ated could es tab lish con tact with
these be ings...[who could] en dow the ini ti ated with su -
per natu ral strength and en ergy.  With the help of these en -
er gies of Thule, the goal of the ini ti ated was to cre ate a
new race of su per men of “Ar yan” stock who would ex ter -
mi nate all “in fe rior” races (Schwarz wal ler:66f).

The leader of the Thule So ci ety was a man named
Rudolf von Sebottendorf but its chief or ga nizer was Wal ter
Nauhaus, a for mer mem ber of the Wandervoegel move -
ment (Goodrick-Clarke:143).  Mem bers of the Thule So ci -
ety who fig ure prom i nently in the rise of Na zism in cluded
Hans Kahnert, Dietrich Eckart and Rudolf Hess.  In 1919
Kahnert founded Ger many’s larg est “gay rights” or ga ni za -
tion, the Bund fuer Menschenrecht (“So ci ety for Hu man
Rights”) which counted SA Chief Ernst Roehm among its
mem bers (J. Katz:632n94).  Eckart, mean while, was a
found ing mem ber of the Ger man Worker’s Party and be -
came Adolf Hit ler’s men tor (Shirer:65).  Like Hit ler, Eckart 
was a sub scriber to Ostara
(J. S. Jones:301n91).

Dietrich Eckart
adopted Hit ler as his stu -
dent in 1920. He later
stated that he felt “drawn
to his [Hit ler’s] whole be -
ing” and that he and Hit ler
de vel oped an “in ti mate”
re la tion ship in which he
re ferred to the youn ger
man as “my Adolf”
(Machtan:117).  Eckart
never con fessed to be ing a
ho mo sex ual, but the ev i -
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dence sug gests that he was.  He is al leged by some to have
been in volved in Tantric oc cult sex rit u als “sim i lar to
Crowley’s,” and even to have ini ti ated Hit ler into such ac -
tiv i ties (Raschke:399).  We do know that Eckart was one of
the most en thu si as tic fol low ers of Otto Weininger, a lead -
ing ho mo sex ual su prem a cist whose the o ries den i grated
women (Igra:100). Al fred Rosenberg char ac ter ized Eckart
as an in vet er ate mi sog y nist whose “ex clu sively male com -
pany” de stroyed his short and child less mar riage in 1920
(Machtan:118f).   

There is no ques tion at all that Eckart was in stru men tal
in Hit ler’s early suc cesses.  “With Eckart as his men tor,”
writes Schwarzwaller, “the gauche and in hib ited Hit ler --
the un suc cess ful painter, for mer PFC, who had not even
been pro moted to cor po ral be cause of ‘lack of lead er ship
qual i ties,’ quite sud denly...be came an out stand ing or ga -
nizer and pro pa gan dist” (Schwarzwaller:68).

Like Roehm and Lanz, Eckart claimed credit for “cre at -
ing” Hit ler.  In 1923, shortly be fore his death, Eckart wrote
to a friend, “Fol low Hit ler!  He will dance, but it will be to
my tune.  We have given him the means to main tain con tact
with them (mean ing the “mas ters”).  Don’t grieve for me
for I have in flu enced his tory more than any other Ger man”
(Schwarzwaller:69).  Though he would later rid i cule many
of the oc cult ists and their ideas, Hit ler ded i cated his book,
Mein Kampf, to Eckart, and at one time called Eckart his
“John the Baptiser” (ibid.:70).

Hit ler’s next spir i tual men tor was Karl Haushofer, who
later be came Ger many’s lead ing the o rist on the sub ject of
geo-politics (the sci en tific study of the in flu ence of ge og ra -
phy on po lit i cal events).  A se cret mem ber of the Thule So -
ci ety, Haushofer is cred ited with train ing Hit ler to think in
terms of world con quest and is be lieved to have vir tu ally
dic tated Chap ter 16 of Mein Kampf, which out lines Hit ler’s
for eign pol icy (Sklar:63f). Haushofer’s Lebensraum (“liv -
ing space”) the ory was later used to jus tify Ger man ex pan -
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sion, while his fa mil iar ity
with the Ori ent al lowed him
to forge Hit ler’s al li ance
with Ja pan (ibid.).
     There is ev i dence to sug -
gest that Haushofer was ho -
mo sex ual as well. In
Hit ler’s Cross, Erwin
Lutzer ac cuses Haushofer
of tak ing Hit ler 

through the deep est lev els
of oc cult trans for ma tion
un til he be came a thor -
oughly demonized be ing.
Hit ler was even trans -
formed sex u ally; he be came a sado-masochist, prac tic ing
var i ous forms of sex ual per ver sion (Lutzer:61). 

More per sua sive is the tes ti mony of Ilse Hess, wife of
Rudolf Hess, the Thule So ci ety mem ber who would rise the 
high est in Nazi cir cles.   Hess, a ho mo sex ual (his mar riage
not with stand ing) was one of Hit ler’s clos est friends and a
fel low stu dent of Haushofer.  Machtan re ports that “Ilse
Hess...com plained that she had got ten no more out of her
mar riage than a ‘girl confirmand’ and she even com pared
her self, where ‘the plea sures of mat ri mony are con cerned,’
to a ‘con vent school girl’” (Machtan:149).  He adds the fol -
low ing:

Hess had de vel oped a close re la tion ship with Haushofer,
who was twenty-five years older than him self. The two of 
them of ten spent whole nights sit ting to gether in
Haushofer’s home, and they also made joint ex cur sions.
“He’s a won der ful per son,” Hess en thu si as ti cally told his
par ents, and Haushofer ded i cated to his “young friend
Rudolf Hess” a hymn rem i nis cent of Stefan George [a
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well-known ped er ast], which spoke of “his eyes fes tively
il lu mi nat ing closed doors” just as “a sun set is re flected in
a spring.” Ilse Hess later con fessed in a re strained fash ion,
that she had “long been al most a tri fle jeal ous” of
Haushofer, who seemed to have pos i tively “ab sorbed” her 
boy friend (Machtan:144f).

  

Hess even tu ally be came the Dep uty Fuehrer of the
Nazi Party.  Both Hess and Al fred Rosenberg had “an im -
mense in flu ence on Hit ler to whom they preached the gos -
pel of the Thule So ci ety” (Angebert:172).  In ad di tion to his 
in volve ment with the Thule So ci ety, Hess be longed to yet
an other off shoot of the Theo soph i cal cult.  It was an or ga ni -
za tion called the Anthroposophical So ci ety, formed in 1912 
by Rudolf Steiner.  Steiner was a for mer leader of the Ger -
man Theo soph i cal So ci ety who split with the group fol low -
ing their “dis cov ery” of the new “mes siah.”  Hess was also
a firm be liever in as trol ogy (Howe:152).

Hit ler was also in flu enced by other mem bers of the
Thule So ci ety.  Waite writes,

In de scrib ing his ini tia tion into poli tics at Mu nich in 1919,
Hit ler stressed the im por tance of a lit tle pam phlet en ti tled
“My Po liti cal Awak en ing” ...[writ ten by] a sickly fa natic
called An ton Drex ler...Drex ler was an ad junct mem ber of
the Thule So ci ety, the most in flu en tial of the many rac ist
anti- Semitic groups spawned in Mu nich dur ing the im me -
di ate post war pe ri od...By the time of the revo lu tion of
1918, the so ci ety num bered some 1500 mem bers in Ba -
varia and in cluded many of Hit ler’s later sup port ers.  Hit -
ler him self, it is re ported “was of ten a guest of the
So ci ety”...The ac tual Ger man Work er’s Party — which
was to be come the mighty Nazi move ment...dif fered very
lit tle from the dis cus sion groups and ac tivi ties of the Thule 
So ci ety or the other rac ist groups to which all the found ers
be longed.  (Waite, 1977:115).
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Ho mo sex ual Rudolf Hess be came Dep uty Fuehrer of the Nazi Party. 
Yad Vashem.
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SS Chief Hein rich Himmler was the lead ing oc cult ist of the Nazi Party 
and may have been a ho mo sex ual as well.                Yad Vashem



Yet an other prom i nent Nazi who was strongly in flu -
enced by the Ger man oc cult move ment was Hein rich
Himmler.  Himmler main tained a close re la tion ship with a
prom i nent oc cult ist named Karl Maria Wiligut, who be -
came known as the “Rasputin of Himmler”
(Goodrick-Clarke:177).  It is not clear if this des ig na tion is
meant to im ply that Wiligut shared the in fa mous Rus sian’s
pen chant for sex ual li cen tious ness.  Wiligut claimed to
have a gift of clair voy ant “an ces tral mem ory,” cer tainly
quite use ful to the ra cial pur ists of the Nazi Party who were
con cerned with prov ing their own Aryan her i tage.  Wiligut
was re spon si ble for de sign ing the Death’s Head ring worn
by mem bers of the SS.

Un der Himmler, the SS be came a ver i ta ble occultic or -
der.  Chris tian names of SS sol diers were re placed with
Teu tonic names, and all mem bers were re quired to main -
tain the strict est se crecy and de tach ment from the rest of so -
ci ety (Sklar:100).  In later years Himmler spent vast sums
of money on es o teric re search pro jects such as an ex pe di -
tion to Ti bet “to look for traces of a pure Ger manic race
which might have been able to keep in tact the an cient
Nordic mys ter ies” (ibid.:102). (This lit tle-known as pect of
Nazi his tory is, of course, the in spi ra tion for the Ste ven
Spielberg movie, Raiders of the Lost Ark.)

Himmler may well have been a ho mo sex ual (two
sources are cited later in the book), how ever, his in tense ob -
ses sion with se crecy largely shielded him from dis clo sure
of his pri vate life.  He did, how ever, fos ter the cult of the
maennerbund among his men.  Some re port that SS spe cial
forces train ing re quired re cruits to soap each other’s bod ies
dur ing show ers to es tab lish mu tual de pend ency (Reisman,
1994:3).  Later, Himmler would make empty threats against 
ho mo sex u als in pub lic pro nounce ments, but it is clear that
he was com pletely com fort able be ing part of Adolf Hit ler’s
clique of ped er asts.

In any case, we can see that the oc cult roots of the Nazi
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Party ran deep into Ger man his tory.  It is also apparent that
many of the lead ing oc cult fig ures re spon si ble for this leg -
acy were ho mo sex u als.  From an cient pa gan roots through
Blavatsky to List and Lanz, and to Hit ler him self, the evo lu -
tion of homo-occultism gave the Na zis their the o ries of an
Aryan Mas ter Race and their jus ti fi ca tion for the vi cious
ex ter mi na tion of “in fe rior” life.
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