Chapter Two

HOMO-OCCULTISM

The story of theoc cultinworld history isalso astory of
homosexuality. By occult, we mean the formalized relig
iousex pression of pagan cul tureasop posed, for example,
to the philo sophi cal ideasof Hel lenicpaganismdiscussed
in the previous chapter. In The Occult Roots of Nazism,
historian NicholasGoodrick- Clarkeidenti fiestherootsof
occultisminwesternhistory:

Occultismhasitsbasisinareligiousway of think ing, the
roots of which stretch back into antiquity....Itsprincipal
ingredients have been identi fiedasGnosti cism, theHer-
metic treatiseson al chemy and magic [rooted in Gnosti-
cism], Neo-Platonism, and the Cabbala....Gnosticism
properly refers to the beliefs of certain heretical sects
among the early Christiansthat claimed to pos sessgno-
sis, or special esoteric knowledge of spiritua mat-
ters...The Gnostic sects disappeared in the fourth
century, buttheirideasinspiredthedual isticManichaean
religionof thesecond century (Goodrick- Clarke:17)

Since occultism is associated primarily with
Gnosticism, the association of the Gnostics with homo
sexuality is of primary relevance to this study. Thus we
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found an obscure reference to Hitler as a Manichaean in
Steven Katz's The Holocaust in Historical Context, Vol-
ume 1, of inter est. Arthur Evans’ Witchcraft and the Gay
Countercultureprovidessomeil lumi nation here. Mani, for
whom Manichaeism
is named, was a third
century Prince of
Babylon who devised
his own form of
Gnosti cism. Gnostics
blended pagan sex
rituals and Mother
Goddess worship
with elementsof New
Testament Christian
ity and “rejected Je-
hovah God as an evil
demon.”
Manichagism im-
posed on Gnosticism
a caste system of
leaders (elect) and
fol low ers(hear ers).

A Manichaean sect called the Bo gomils(later called the
Cathars) arose in Bul gariaand spread across Europe. Ho-
mosexuality becameso closely asso ci ated with these Bul-
garian heretics that the practice became known as
“buggery.” Indeed, “thewordfor Cathar inmost Euro pean
lan guagescameto bethewordfor homosex ual: inGer man,
Ketzer, inltal ian, Gazarro, and in French, Herite....Heresy
and homosexuality became so interchangeable that those
accused of heresy attempted to prove their innocence by
clamingheterosexuality” (Evans:51ff).

We probably al takefor granted the fact that to day our
modern world culture is domi nated by thereligionshbased
ontheMosaiclaw (i.e. Judaism, Christi anity andlslam). In

Buy aprint copy of this book, in-
cludingphotosandgraphics, at
the book store,
www.abi dingtruth.com/pfrc/show
products.php.




THE PINK SWASTIKA 97

their or tho dox formseach of thesereligionsregardsho mo-
sexuality as an abomination. But pagan cultures have no
suchprohi bi tion. (By defi ni tion, pagansarepeoplewhoare
not Jews, Christians or Moslems). In pagan cultures, ho-
mo sexuasasagroupof tenholdanelevated positioninre
ligion and society. When pagan civilizations ruled the
world, homosexual ity and peder asty werewidely practiced
and ac cepted. Homo sexu al ist author Judy Grahnwrites,

Many aspects of shamanism had homosexua content,
and many of thegods, spir its, and di vini ties of theworld
havebeen asso ci ated with Gay ness. In Tahiti therewere
specia divinitiesforhomosexual worship. The ancient
Shintotem plesof Japandisplay scenesof sex ual ritual or-
gies similar to those of the Bacchanadia of the Ro-
mans...the Great Mother Goddess of ancient Ching,
Kwan-Y in, waswor shipedwith sex ual ritesthatin cluded
homosexuality. When the Spanish conquistadores
reached Central Amer icaand the Y u catan, they found a
prevalence of Gay priests and sacred statues and stone
scul pturedepictingthehomosex ual unionasasacredact.
IntheY ucatanthegod Chinissaidto haveestablished sa-
credhomosexuality and a Gay priest hood servinginthe

tem plesjust aswastrueof thetem plesof ancientBabylon
and Sum eria(Grahn:129).

Christian writer George Grant con curs. He writesthat
“Romewasaper pet ual satyri con. Egypt, Per sia, Car thage,
Babylon, and Assyria were all steeped in pederastic tradi-
tion. And the ancient empires of the Mongols, Tartars,
Huns, Teutons, Celts, Incas, Aztecs, Mayans, Nubians,
Mings, Canaanites, and Zuluslikewisecelebrated deprav-
ity, degradation and debauchery” (Grant, 1993:24). In
SexualityandHomosexuality, historian ArnoKar lenwrites
of homosexual cults throughout the an cient world: “*male
temple prostitutes —existed among the devotees of Ishtar
and Astarte in Syria, the Albanians and Babylonians, the
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Canaanite neighbors of the ancient Hebrews, and in Cos,
Crete and Ephesusin the Greek world” (Kar len:6).

The ancientreligionof Baal, famil iar to studentsof the
Bi bleasthe set of beliefsand prac ticeswhich so of ten cor-
rupted He brew so ci ety in history, was one such cult. Wor-
shippers of Baal “‘built for themselves high places and
pillars, and Asherim (phallic poles used to honor the god-
dess of fertility) on every high hill and under every green
tree; and there were also male cult prosti tutesintheland”
(quotationfrom1Kingsl14inKarlen:9). Ref er encetothese
practices is found in several places in the Bible, notably
Deuteronomy 23:17-18: “ Thereshall benorit ual har lot of
thedaughtersof Israel, or aper verted one of thesonsof Is
rael. Y ou shall not bring the wages of ahar lot or the price
of a dog [male prostitute] to the house of the LORD your
God for any vowed of fer ing, for both of these are an abomi-
nation to the LORD your God” (NKJ).

The Baal cult survived into Roman times and figured
prominently in the infamous debaucheries of the Roman
em per orsinthefirst centuriesaf ter Christ. Kar lenwrites,

It wasinasso ciationwith such cultsthat em per ors' devi
ance became most flagrant. Commodus,who took the
thronein 180, ap pearedinpub li ¢ dressed asawoman and
was strangled by a catamitic [homaosexual] favorite;
Hadrian dei fied hishomo sex ual lover Antious. But net-
ther matched Ele gabalus, who be gan hisrule at the age of
fourteen in 218, after having been raised in Syria as a
priest of Baal. He en tered Rome amid Syr ian priests and
eunuchs, dressed in silks, his cheeks painted scarlet and
hiseyesmade up. Vari ousRoman histori anssay that he
assem bled theho mo sexu a sof Romeand ad dressed them
garbed asaboy prosti tute; putonawigandsolicited atthe
door of a brothel; tried to get doctors to turn him into a
woman; offered himself for buggery while playing the
roleof Ve nusin acourt mime; kissed hismalefavor ites
geni talsinpubli cand, likeNero, for mally mar ried one of
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“Slaugh ter of the Prophets of Baal,” by Gustave Dore, Old Tes ta ment
Bibleillustrationde picting the purging ofthe Baalist priestsfrom Israel
af ter their de feat in a con test with the Prophet Eli jah.

them...Ele gabalus erected in Romethe great phal lic ash-
erim which the He brew kings had kept try ing to purge
fromtheir land (Kar len:62).

Itisrel evantto point out that thistime periodinthe Ro-
man empire can be considered the Christians' Holocaust.
In64 A.D. Christianswere blamed by Nerofor theburning
of Romeandweretar geted for ex ter mi nation. Many Chris
tians suffered unimaginable tortures as entertainment for
thesadistichomosex ual emper orsof Rome. ThoughRome



100 Homo-Occultism

waslesshomo sex ually-oriented than Greece, Roman so ci-
ety was nevertheless heavily influenced by homosexual
practices. InHomosexuality,theTorahandGrace, Dwight
Pryor re portsthat 14 of thefirst 15 Ro man em per orswere
homosexual (tapeone). InTheConstructionof Homosex u
dity, historian David F. Greenberg writesthat “ Ro man ho-
mosexual tastes were so taken for granted that when
Antony asked Herod to send his younger brother-in-law
Aristobulusto the Ro man court, Herod refused because* he
did not think it safeto send him...to the prin ci pal man of the
Romans, that would abuse him in his amours”

(Greenberg:154f). While there are many differences be-
tween thetreat ment of Christiansin Pagan Romeand Jews
inNazi Ger many, thepromi nenceof homosex ual ity among
thechief per petratorsof bothatroci tiescannot beignored.

Asweseek to under stand Nazism, itisim por tanttore-
member that Judaism and its Christian and Islamic off-
shoots are fundamentally opposed to homosexuality. As
webegintograsptherelationshipbetweenhomosex ual ity
and oc cultismononehand, and betweenhomosex ualsand
Nazism on the other, the hatred of the Nazisfor Jewsand
Christians may be more easily explained. The Jews were
the people responsible for the demise of pagan world
domination. Their theology(especially in its Christian
form) banished pagan practices, includinghomosexuality,
toahiddenand of tenreviled sub cul ture. Thisisnotto say
that anti-Semitismisstrictly aresult of oc cult or ho mo sex-
ual influences. But at itsvery root thereisaspiri tua el e
ment to the Holocaust that suggests that it was, in some
respects, vengeance against the people whose moral laws
had relegated pagan sex-religions to obscurity and igno
miny.

Yet, while Christianity made great strides in limiting
pagan practices, they were not eliminated. Under
Judeo-Christian cultura pressure, surviving pagan beliefs
and practices, including sexual perversion, were forced
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from public life, reemerging in secretive and mystica
occulticsoci eties.

It isim por tant to our study that werec og nizethat the
Naziswerestrongly influenced by paganoccult beliefsand,
additionally, that homosexuality is fundamental to many
pagan belief systems. As noted by Greenberg thisis espe
cialy true in relation to “aristocratic warrior societies’
(ibid.:111). Indeed, thiswastrue even of the Greeks, whose
homosexuality was forced upon them by the Dorian in vad-
ersof thetwelfth century B.C. “Plutarch (Erotikus, 761 D)
states: ‘it was chiefly warlike peoples like the Boeotians,
Lacedemonians and Cretans, who were addicted to homo-
sexuality’” (Flaceliere:64ff). Author Brian Pronger notes
that even the ancient Egyptians exhibited this tendency;
their war riorsraped enemy sol diersaf ter defeat ingthemin
bat tle (Pronger:138).

It is aso important to recognize that homo-occultism
hasremained apart of pagan cul turesthrough out thecentu
riestothepresent, eventhoughtheglobal predomi nance of
the Judeo-Christian sex ual ethic haslimiteditsac ceptance
in most modern pagan societies such as China and Japan.
When Jesuit missionaries arrived in sixteenth century
China, for example, they found widespread pederasty
(Spence:220) which they quickly moved to erase. And
Rossman compares “the institutionalized pederasty of the
privilegedwar rior classof medi eval Japan’ spederasticmil-
| tary structure” to* Nazi soci ety” (Rossman:23).

Greenberg re portson doz ensof mostly primi tivemod
ern pagan societies which practice ritual homosexuality,
usually pederasty. Thesesoci etiesarefoundthroughoutthe
world, in countries such asBrazil, New Guinea, Mo rocco,
sub-Saharan Af ricaand Malay sia. Greenbergwrites,

Inmany so cieties, malehomo sex ual relationsarestruc-
tured by age or gen eration: the older part ner takesarole
defined as active or mascu ling; the younger, arole de-
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finedaspassiveor female...[Inmany cases| Thehomo sex-
ual practicesarejusti fied by thebelief that aboy will not
mature[withouttheseat tentions] (Greenberg: 26ff).

Such modernsocietiesareprofiledin The Sambia, by
anthropologist Gilbert Herdt, who studied homosexuality
inprimi tivecul tures. Hewritesthat “ritual homosexual ity
has been reported by anthropologists in scattered areas
aroundtheworld[reveal inga]...per vasivelink betweenrit
ual homosexuality and the warrior ethos....We find these
similar forms of warrior homosexuality in such diverse
places as New Guinea, the Amazon, Ancient Greece, and
histori cal Japan” (Herdt:203). The pro cessof aboy’sho-
mosexual initiation in these societies is horrific: he is de-
prived of sleep, starved, beaten and raped over sev eral days
until he is completely “resocialized” as a homosexual
(ibid:179f).

Thus homosexuality in paganism is not a relic of
antiquity butanongoingphenomenon. Andtheprevalence
of homosexuals as occult leaders continues today. In the
context of Western culture this may simply be because
homosexuals gravitate to philosophies which oppose
Judeo-Christian morality. But this would not explain the
wide occurrence of homosexual rituals in primitive and
pre- Christianpagan cul tures.

Homosexualist Laurence J. Rosan writes that “the
priestsof poly theisticor spiritreligions...[are] ex pected to
be'dif ferent’ --unworldly, eveneccentric, giventovi sions,
dramatic pronouncementsand soon-- anideal op por tunity
for both male and female homosexuals!” (Rosan:268f).
TheBi ble, however, of fersitsownex planation, definingan
individual’s homosexuality not as an incidental factor in
pagan religion but, at least in some cases, as the conse
guence of “worshiping the creation rather than the Crea-
tor.” TheBook of Ro mans, Chapter 1, Verses 18-27 reads
asfol lows:
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For thewrath of God isre vealed from heaven against al
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress
thetruthinun right eous ness, be causewhat may beknown
of God ismani fest in them, for God has shown it to them.
For sincethecreation of theworldHisinvisi bleat trib utes
are clearly seen, beingunder stood by the things that are
made, even His eter nal power and God head, so that they
are without excuse, because, although they knew God,
they did not glo rify Him as God, nor were thank ful, but
became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts
weredark ened. Professingto bewise, they becamefools,
and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an
im age made like cor rupti ble man — and birds and four-
footed ani malsand creep ingthings. Therefore God also
gave them up to un clean ness, in the lusts of their hearts,
to dishonor their bodies among themslves, who ex-
changed the truth of God for the lie, and wor shipedand
served thecreaturerather than the Creator, whoisblessed
for ever. Amen. For thisreason God gavethemuptovile
passions. For even their women ex changed the natu ral
use for what is against nature. Likewise aso the men,
leav ing thenatu ral use of thewoman, burnedintheir [ust
for one another, men with men committing what is
shameful, andreceivinginthem selvesthe penalty of their
er ror whichwasdue (NKJ).

[ronically, the Biblical event which marks the begin
ning of homo sex ual practicesinthepost- floodworldisthe
same one that is misinterpreted by pseudo-Christian white
supremacists to justify their racial theories. Christian re-
searcher Dwight Pryor gives the following interpretation
(which we have summarized) of a familiar Biblica
passage. In Genesis9, Noah fell uncon sciousfrom drink-
ing too much wine and while he was thus incapacitated
Ham*"saw [or uncov ered] hisnakedness.” Thisterm, used
pri marilyinthebook of Leviti cus, isaHebraiceuphemism
for sexual intercourse. “And Noah awoke from his wine,
and knew what his younger son had doneto him.” Asare-
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sult of his sexual at-
tack on his father,
Ham is cursed by
Noah. (InCall of the
Torah Rabbi Elie
Munk cites Hebrew
scholars who also
interprets  Ham's
violation as “an act
of pederasty”) -
(Munk:220). Thus
Ham becomes Ca-
naan, for whom the
land of Canaan is
named. Some gen-
“Noah Cursing Caanan,” by Gustave Dore. | erations later the

Canaanite cities of
Sodom and Go mor rah would be de stroyed by God be cause
of homosexual ity. Whitesupremacistsref er toHamasthe
father of the colored races which they call “mud people.”
Butitishomosex ua per ver sion, not skincolor, whichisas
so ci ated with the curse of Canaan.

Madame Blavat sky and the Theosophical So ci ety

Anexami nation of thehomo- occulticinfluencesonthe
Nazis must begin with the Russian-born mystic Helena
Petrovna Blavatsky (1831-1891), founder of the Theo-
sophi cal Soci ety andafigurewholoomslargebehindsome
of the defining actions and beliefs of the Nazi Party.
Blavat sky wasprobably alesbian, but wehaveno proof that
she actually engagedinlesbiansex ual activity. Sheisde
scribed as a very “masculing” woman who dominated her
many followers, both male and female (Cavendish:250).
She was married twice and maintained a long association
with Theosophical Society co-founder Henry Olcott, but
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thesewererelation shipsof
convenience.  Blavatsky
insisted she had never had
sex with either husband
(Meade:137) and wrote,
“There is nothing of the
womaninme. When | was
young, if ayoung man had
dared to speak to me of
love, | would have shot
him like adog who bit me”
(ibid.:50).

A world famous oc-
cultist, Blavatsky founded
the Theosophical Society
in 1875 in New York, but
soon moved her operation
to India where she wrote
an influential occult book
called TheSecretDoctrine
in 1888. In The Secret
Doctrine Blavatsky ex-
pounds the Theosophical
theory of creation; a
seven-step progression of
humanevolutioninwhich
successive “races’ evolve
from a lower to a higher
form of life. ~She calls Madame Blavatsky (above) and
these stages “root races’ | the title page of her book which
and identifies our current |based Aryan supremacy on
“root race’ as the fifth of occultic fantasies.
seven -- the Aryan race --
which follows the fourth race, known as the Atlantean.
Blavatsky used a variety of esoteric symbols in the book,
including triangles and swastikas. She claimed to be the
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chosen spokesperson for two “ex alted masters’ who com-
municated telepathically with her from their secret dwell-
ing placeinTi bet (Goodrick- Clarke: 18ff).

In 1884 the first German Theosophical Society was
established. Despite its ludicrous tenets, Theosophy be-
cameex tremely popular in Ger many and Austria. ItsAryan
racist elitism appealed to the growing number of ethnic
Germans whose voelkisch or nationalist, sentiments de-
manded areunited Ger many. Ac cordingto Blavat sky, the
Ary answerethemost spiri tually ad vanced peo pleonearth,
but the Jewshad a“religion of hateand mal icetoward eve-
ryone and everything outside itself.” This was a message
tailor- madefor Nazism.

Before she died in 1891, Blavatsky chose her British
disci pleAnnieBesant to beher suc cessor. Besant, who had
once been ade vout Christian, becameadedi cated occultist
af ter meeting Blavat sky. JamesWebbwrites,

Mrs. Besant’ sextraor di nary transfor mationsfromAngli
can minister’'s wife through birth-control propagandist
and labor leader to The oso phist ...are...well known...Ar-
thur Nether cot, her bi ographer, sug gestsanelement of the
leshbian in the rapid domination of Mrs. Besant by H. P.

Blavat sky (Webb:94).

“Shead dressed Annieinsuspi ciously ful someand en
dearingterms,” writesNether cot,“‘ Dearest,” ‘My Dear est,’
‘Dearly BelovedOne,” andsigningher self*Very adoring.””
Neth er cot alsoreportsthat “ shedispatched missivesto An
nie...and addressed them to ‘My Darling Penelope’ from
“Your...femaleUlysses” (Nether cot:306).

Besant’s “mentor and partner” in running the Theo-
sophi cal Soci ety wasChar lesLead beater, whom Webb de-
scribesas* that typeof mildly ho mo sex ual cler gy manwho
isasfamil iar now as he wasthen” (Webb:95). But L ead-
beater’ shomosexual ity wasnot“mild” enoughtokeephim
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Olcott.

Pederast Charles Leadbeater (left) with Annie Besant and Colonel

out of trou ble. “From hisearly daysasaHamp shirecurate
until the close of hislife,” writes Webb, “ he seemsto have
had anin cur abletaste for young men” (ibid.:95).
Atonepoint Lead beater claimedto havediscov eredthe
new Messiah -- the returned Christ -- in the person of a

Cult fig ure and author
Jiddu Krishnamurti as
an adult.

young Indian named Jiddu
Krishnamurti. Krishnamurti
gained international acceptance
among followers of Theosophy as
the new Savior. The boy’s father
nearly ruined the scheme for the
Theosophists, however, when he
accused Leadbeater of corrupting
his son. “There was...small doubt
that Leadbeater had been up to his
old tricksagain” (ibid.:102).
Under Besant and Leadbeater,
Theosophy atracted an even
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greater following. The writings of both Be sant and Lead-
beater, aswell asBlavat sky, weretranslated and published
inGer many. An 1892 peri odi cal, LotusBlossoms, featured
Blavat sky’ swritingsand*“wasthefirst Ger manpubli cation
to sport the theosophical swastika upon its cover”
(Goodrick-Clarke:25). As time went on numerous other
Theosophy-based occult groups formed in Germany and
Austria. Sev eral of these groupswould pro vide the philo-
sophi cal framework for Nazism.

Guido von List and the Armanen Order

Guido von List (1848-1919)
wasthefirst to com bine Ger-
mannationa ismwiththeoc
cultteachingsof Theosophy.
A bitter criticof Christianity,
especially Catholicism, List
had converted to Wotanism
(worship of Wotan, the an-
cient Ger man god of storms)
as a young teenager. Years
later List “becameacult fig-
ureon theeast ern edge of the
Ger manworld. Hewasregarded by hisread ersandfol low-
ers as a bearded old patriarch and a mystical nationalist
guru whose clair voy ant gaze had lifted theglori ousAryan
and Ger man past of Austriainto full view from be neath the
debris of foreign influences and Christian culture’
(Goodrick-Clarke:33).

Although twice mar ried, List wasal most cer tainly ho-
mosexual. His closest associates included occultists Jorg
Lanz von Liebenfels and Harald Gravelle, thefor mer very
probably, the latter avowedly, homosexual. Gravelle, a
leading Theosophist in Germany, aso contributed to the
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pederast jour nal, Der Eigene. List was also known as the
Aleister Crowley of Vienna because he was deeply in-
volved inHindu Tantrism, aform of black magicthat in cor-
porated deviant sexual rituals (J.S. Jones:124). In The
Magica World of Alister Crowley, biographer Francis
King statesthat as part of hisocculticrituals, Crowley “de-
liberately humiliated himself
by being...the passive partner
in act[s] of buggery” (Kingin
Tompkins:421).

In 1908 List formed the
Guido vonList Soci ety in part
to promote his Ariosophist re-
search and writings, which by
thistimehad becomevi ciously
anti-Semitic (ibid.:43).

List's occult activities
ranged across a wide spec-
trum. Hewasan ex pert on the Aleister Crowley.
Rune alphabet and wrote sev-
eral books on the subject. He was particularly infatuated
withthedual light ning bolt symbol that would | ater become
the designation for the SS. (J. S. Jones:125). (The single
lightning bolt would be adopted by the Hitler Youth.) He
wasalso aself-styled oc cult master, claimingtobe*“thelast
of the Armanist magicians who had formerly wielded au-
thority in the old Aryan world” (Goodrick-Clarke:33).
In1911, Listformedanelitistoccultor gani zationcalledthe
Hoeher Armanen-Orden (“Higher Armanen Order”). The
HAOwasahi er ar chi cal priest hoodinwhichhewasGrand
Master. List claimedthiscult wasthesur vivingrem nant of
an an cient or der of priest-kings called the Armanenschatft.
This group was the source of List's greatest influence on
theNazis. Goodrick-Clark writes,
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Bu gle corps flies the ban ner of the sin gle light ning bolt, the occultic
sym bol of the Hit ler Youth.

List’s blueprint for a new pan-German empire [based
upon arevival of theArmanenschaft] wasdetailed and un-
ambiguous. It called for the ruthless subjection of non-
Aryansto Aryanmastersinahighly structured hi er ar chi-
cal state. Thequali fi cationsof candi dates[for posi tionsin
the new social order]...rested solely on their racial pu-
rity...But List went further still, antici patingthemysti cal
elitism of the SS in Nazi Germany...List's ideal was a
mal eor der withanoccultchapter (Goodrick- Clarke: 64f).

Not only is List’s design strikingly simi lar to the later
plansof Heinrich Himm ler for the SS- controlled state, but
it is aso reminiscent of the Brand/Friedlander philosophy
of mili taristicmalesupremacy.

Al thoughthe Ar manen Or der wasnever alargeor gani-
zation, its membership included high-ranking membersof
Austrian society (ibid.:233n). One dev oteeof List’swrit-
ings would become the hub of the Nazi movement: the
young Adolf Hitler. After the fall of the Third Reich, a
book writ ten by Guido von List was found in Hitler’s pri-
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vate library. On the inside cover was written the inscrip
tion: “To Adolf Hitler, my dear brother in Armanen,”
al thoughthisisinsuf fi cientevi dencetoconcludethat Hitler
belonged to the order itself (J.S. Jones.124; Waite,
1977:90).

Jorg Lanz von Liebenfelsand Ariosophy

If any oc cult ist can be said to have had morein flu ence
on Hit ler and the Nazisthan List it would be Jorg Lanz von
Liebenfels (1874-1954). Lanz was a former Cistercian
Monk who had been thrown out of the or der “for car nal and
worldly desires’ (Sklar:19). SincetheCister cian Or der was
aclosed, al- malemon astery, itisassumed that Lanz'sin-
discretions were of a homosexual nature. German writer
Friedrich Buchmayr noted thefol low ing about Lanz

[F]ollowing hisor di nationin 1898, asapriest, Lanz was
put to use as ateacher of choir boys. In April of 1899, the
24-year-old |eft the or der, stat ing hisreason for this step
as“increasingnervousness’ and“irritation.” IntheChap-
ter Book hisde par turewas ac counted to “ car nal loves.”
His later radi cal hatred of women sug gestsafailedrela-
tionship with women (Buchmayr, Biographisch-
Bibliographisches Kirchenlexikon , Vol. XVI, 1999)

It was through Lanz that Hitler
wouldlearnthat many of hisheroes
of history wereaso“ practicing ho-
mosexuals’ (Waite, 1977:94f). Af
ter being expelled from the
monastery, Lanz formed his own
occul ticor der calledtheOrdo Novi
Templi or the Order of the New
Temple (ONT). The ONT wasre-
lated to the Ordo Templi Orientis
or Or der of the Tem ple of the East,
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which, like List's organization, practiced tantric sexua
rituals(Howard:91).

Hitler wasawarethat Lanzwasahomosex ual, according
to Frau ElsaSchmidt-Falk of theNazi Geneal ogy Of ficeof
Munich, as reported by Daim. Schmidt-Falk frequently
spoke with Hitler personally in her role as a genealogical
researcher whose task was to verify the racial purity of
highly-placed Nazis. Shedid not con cludefrom her discus
sions that Hitler was personally associated with Lanz (al -
though he may have been) but she re ported that

Lanz was also mentioned onceinthefol low ing con nec.
tion: a convicted homosexual had addressed a plea for
clemencytoHitler,inwhichhedesignated [Lanz] asaho
mosex ual. Hitleral lowedthismantodisap pear...immedk
ately....[At another time] Hitler mentioned Roehm,
Heines, etc. and also Lanz von Liebenfels and his group,
about which (group) he (Hitler) a least accepted that it
wasactivelyhomosexual (Daim:41).

Both List’'s and Lanz' organi zationsweremodeledon
the Teu tonic Knightsand the KnightsTem plars, mili taris
tic monastic orders founded in 1118 A.D. to fight in the
Crusades (Goodrick-Clarke:60). Following the crusades,
the Templars returned to Europe, but did not demobilize.
Instead the members established monasteries which be-
camecentersof tradeandinfluence. Intheearly 1300sthe
Knights Templars were condemned by Pope Innocent 111
for homosexual perversion and occultic practices. They
were brought to trial and dis banded by King Philip the Fair
of France. Igrawrites,

[Homosexuality’ simorbid history in the German blood
dates from the time of the Teutonic Knights...Their per-
sonal lives were as infamous as the more widely publi

cized infamies of their brother Knights, the Templars.
Theselat ter becameso cor rupt that they raised thepractice
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Jorg Lanz von Liebenfels, “The Man Who Gave Hit ler His Ideas.”

of their cardinalvice [homosexuality]into a religious
cult...There were innumerable public trials where the
most revolting detailswerebrought to light (Igra:18).
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Oth ershaveconfirmedthe prevalence of ho mo sexual-
ity among the Teu tonic Knights. Adolf Brand, writing in
Der Ei gene, said of the Teutons(fromwhomtheTeutonic
Knights take their name), that “the Edda [Norse my thol-
ogy] extols it [homosexuality] as the high est vir tue of the
Teutons (Brand in Oosterhuis and Kennedy:236f). Nazi
leaders, especially Himmler, wereinfatu ated withthe Teu
tons. Sklar writesthat “Like List and Lanz, Himm ler was
ob sessedwith...theOr der of the Teutonic Knights” and that
he“saw hisBlack Guards[the S.S.] asan elite cadre of Teu-
tonic warriors’ (Sklar:14ff). Likewise, Frederick the
Great, Hitler’ sper sonal hero, “revivedthevicesof the Teu-
tonic Knights’ in hisarmy (Igra:19).

Hitler's Ordensburgen (“Castles of the Order”) were
“the highest residential academies for the training of the
Nazi elite” and“received their namefromthemedieval for-
tresses built by the Teu tonic Knights’ (Sny der:261). It was
fitting, then, that the swastikaflag wouldfirst beflown over
one of these fortresses. On Christmas day, 1907, many
yearsbef orethe swastikawould be comethe sym bol of the
Third Reich, Lanz and other mem bers of the ONT raised a
swastikaflag over the castlewhich Lanz had pur chased to
house the order (Goodrick-Clarke:109). Lanz chose the
swastika, hesaid, be causeit wasthe an cient pagan sym bol
of Wotan(Cav endish:1983). Wotanism, inci dentally, was
claimed by List to have been the national religion of the
Teutons(Goodrick-Clarke:39).

The jour nal of the ONT was called Ostara, named for
the female counterpart to Wotan in the pagan Germanic
pan theon. Some of theti tles of Ostarapam phletsincluded
“The Dangers of Women'’s Rights and the Necessity of a
Masculine Morality of Masters,” and “Introduction to
Sexual- Physics, or LoveasOdylicEnergy.” Lanz claimed
homosexuality was the result of “Odylic” influences
(Waite, 1977:93f). Lanz hated women, writing that “the
soul of the woman has something pre-human, something
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demonic, something enigmatic about it” (Rhodes:108).
“Nature her self,” wrote Lanz, “has or dained women to be
our slaves’ (Lanzin Daim:31). Heblamed Aryanracial im-
puri tieson promiscuouswomenwhowerecopulatingwith
“men of lower races.”

Lanz's occult philosophies, which he dubbed Arioso-
phy (Aryan Theosophy), were an enlargement upon the
ideas of Guido von List. To the foundationof Theosophy
and Ger mannational ism, Lanz added the popular theme of
social Darwinism, as promoted by Ernst Haeckel and the
Mo nist League. Haeckel isfamousto day for hisdebunked
theory that “ontogeny recapitulates phylogeny,” the idea
that the unborn young of all species pass through distinct
embry onicstagesthat recapitulatetheevolutionof succes
sivephyla. Butinpre- Nazi Ger many, Haeckel wasfamous
for hisap pli cation of Dar win’ scon cept of “ sur vival of the
fittest” tohumansoci ety. CambridgehistorianandLondon
Timesjour nal istBenMacintyrewrites,

The German embryologist Haeckel and his Monig

Leaguetoldtheworld, andin par ticular, Ger many, that the
wholehistory of nationsisex pli cableby meansof natural

selection: Hitler and his twisted theories turned this
pseudo- scienceinto poli tics, at tempt ingto destroy whole
races in the name of racial purity and the sur vival of the
fittest...Hitler called his book Mein Kampf, “My Strug-
gle,” echoing Haeckel’s trandation of Darwin’'s phrase
“the struggleforsurvival” (Macintyre:28f).

Lanz’'s Ariosophy would fuel the imaginations of the
Nazi elite, de spite (or per hapsbe cause of) itslu natic quali-
ties. “Lanzful mi nated,” writes Goodrick- Clarke, “ against
thefalseChristiantradi tion of com passionfor theweak and
inferior and demanded that the nation deal ruthlessly with
theunder privileged” (Goodrick- Clarke:97). Waitereports
that Hitler was an avid fan of Ostara and developed his
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anti-Semitic philosophy with the help of racist pamphlets
pub lished and distrib uted by Lanz and Guido von List.

[Hitler] bought some anti-Semitic pamphlets for a few

pen nies. These pam phlets, which were soim por tant to

thefor mationof Hitler’ spoliti cal think ing, weredistrib-

uted by aviru lently anti- Semitic soci ety called the List-

Gesdllschaft. The tracts were written by two now-

forgotten pamphleteers, Georg Lanz von Liebenfels
(1872-1954) and Guido von List (c. 1865-1919). Of all

the racist pamphlets available to Hitler during those

years, only those writtenby Lanz and List set forthin ex-

plicitdetail theideasandtheoriesthat becameunmistaka

bly and characteristically Hitler's own. Only they

preached the racial theory of hisory which proclaimed

the holiness and uniqueness of the one creative race of

Ary ans; only they called for thecreation of aracialy pure
state which would bat tle to the death thein ferior races

which threat ened it from with out and within; and only

they de manded the po liti cal domi nation of aracial elite

ledby aquasi- religiousmili tary leader. Hitler’ spoliti cal

ideaswerelater devel opedandreinforcedinracistcir cles

of Mu nich af ter thewar in 1919-1923, but their genesis
was in Vienna under the influence of Lanz and List

(Waite, 1977:91).

In1958 Wil helm Daim, an Austrian psy chologist, pub-
lished a study of Lanz entitled Der Mann der Hitler die
Ideen gab (* The Man Who Gave Hit ler Hisldeas’). Inthe
book, Daim recounts that Lanz had met Hitler in Vienna
whenthelat ter was20yearsold. Hitler of tenvisitedoccult
bookstores and he used his contacts in some of them to
locate Lanz after having trouble finding back issues of
Ostara. While he was destitute in Vienna, Hitler “hotly
defendedLiebenfels ideasagainst skeptics’ writesSny der
(Sny der:211). In1932, twenty- threeyearsaf ter that fateful
meet ing, Lanz wrote, “Hit ler isoneof our pu pils...you will
one day experience that he, and through him we, will one
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day bevictori ousand develop amove ment that makesthe
world tremble’ (Cavendish:1983). This proclamation,
however, did not sit well with der Fuehrer, and he had
Lanz swritingsbannedin 1933 (Sny der:211).

Lanz's Ostara was a focal point for racist and occult
figuresin Ger many. InOstara, Lanz pro posed that * un sat-
isfactory” racia typesbeelimi nated by abor tion, sterili za
tion, starvation, forced labor and other means. He aso
recommendedAryan breed ing farmswhere amaster race,
destined to control the world, could be hatched
(Cavendish:1983). Heinrich Himmler would later create
such a breeding program (called Lebensborn) during the
ThirdReich. Theclosesimi larity of Lanz’ sprescriptionfor
the elimination of “inferiors’ to the views of Benedict
Friedlander suggests the possibility of a relationship be-
tween The ONT (Order of the New Temple) and the
Community of the Elite. One link was Harald Gravelle, a
homosexual member of the Guido von List Society who
wrote for both Ostara and Der Eigene (Steakley:67n.34).
Grav ellewas“theprinci pletheoso phist of Lanz’ sacquain
tance, with the exception of Guido List” (Goodrick-
Clarke:100).

Al though not di rectly con nectedtothe ONT, theastro-
logist, Dr. Karl Gunther Heimsoth was another link
between the Community of the Elite and the occultists.
Heimsoth, aho mo sex ual, was* aclosefriend and Freikorps
comrade of Roehm” and maintained “close contact with
sev eral future Nazi bigwigs’ (Machtan:108f). Hewrotea
book titled Charakter Konstellation, which was devoted
entirely tothehoro scopesof homo sexu als(Rector:81); he
wasalso acontributor to Der Ei gene. Heimsothisremem:
bered for coining the term “homophile” (Oosterhuis and
Kennedy:188), which was a common American synonym
for homosex ual intheearly decadesof the* gay” movement
here.
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The ThuleSociety

In 1912, variousfol low
ersof List and Lanz formed
an organization caled the
Germanen Order. Di-
verging radically from the
purely philo sophic and spir
I tual fo cusof the groupsthat
the two “masters’ had
formed, the Germanen Or-
der wastotakeanactiverole
in fulfilling the goals of
Ariosophistteachings. “The
principle am of the
Germanen Order,” writes
Goodrick-Clarke, “was the
monitori ng of the Jews and | Emblemofthe Thule So ciety.
their activities by the cre-
ation of a center to which al anti-Semitic material would
flow for distribution” (Goodrick-Clarke:128). Only Ary-
ansof puredescent wereal lowed tobecomemembers. The
first World War disruptedtheor gani zation, butintheaf ter-
math of thewar thechaptersof theOr der begantoengagein
direct action against thosethey con sid ered to betheir ene-
mies.

Af ter thewar the Or der beganto be* used asacover or-
ganization for the recruitment of political assassing’
(ibid.:133) whorevivedthepracticesof theVehmgericht, a
medi eval vigi lantesoci ety whoseonly sentencewasdeath
(Waite1969:216ff). Promi nentamongtheseassassinswere
Gerhard Rossbach, Edmund Heines and other “Butch” ho-
mosexuals who would later help to shape the Nazi Party
(Snyder:92, Waite: 222f).

Some 354 enemiesof thenational istswerekilled over
sev era yearsin the cam paign of Vheme mur ders, the most
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promi nent being Walther Rathenau, For eignMinister of the
Ger manRepublicduringWorldWar 1. Ironically, many of
thevictimswerekilledfor sex ual andnot politi cal reasons.
Waite writes,

The Feme [ Vheme] was often directed against former
comrades of post-Free Corps organizations. The very
multiplicity of Bundsand secret so cieties|ed to com peti
tion, quar rel inganddeath....Competi tionand conflictwas
intensi fied by thefact that many of the Free boot erswere
homosexuals and hence prone to jealousy and “lover's
guar rels.” The Mayer- Hermann case will serve as an ex-
ample.

Ober leut nant Mayer wasKreisleiter of the” Ar beitsge
meinschaftRoss bach.” Hewas also, as court testi mony
euphemisticallyput it, “an en emy of women,” aswashis
Leader, Ger hard Rossbach and, sup ported by awealthy to
bac co nist, oneKurt Her mann, hefounded hisown“ Ar be
itsgemeinschaft Mayer.” But Oberleutnant Mayer soon
became jealous of a certain Gebauer, a former Baltic
fighter, who was aso courting Herr Hermann. Mayer
charged Ge bauer with trea son and sent two of his men to
Her mann’ shome. They foundthetrai torinbedwithHerr
Hermann -- Frau Hermann was away at the time -- and

car ried out the sen tence of the Feme (Waite 1969:222f).

In 1917, because of the association of the Germanen
Orderwithpoliti calterrorism, itsBavarianchapter changed
its name to the Thule Soci ety “to spareit theat tentionsof
sociaist and pro-Republican elements’ (ibid.:144). The
Thule Soci ety retained many of thebi zarreoc cult theories
originated by Blavatsky and “had close ties to Crowley’s
or gani zation” (Raschke:339). HistorianWulf Schwarzwal
ler writes,

Briefly, thecreed of the Thule So ci ety in ner cir clewasas

follows: Thule was a legendary idand in the Far North,
similar to Atlantis, supposedly the center of a lost, high
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level civilization. Butnot all secretsof that civi li zation
had been completely wiped out. Those that remained
were being guarded by ancient, highly intelligent be
ings...The truly initiated could establish contact with
these beings...[who could] endow the ini ti ated with su-
per natural strengthandenergy. Withthehelp of theseen-
er giesof Thule, thegoal of theini ti ated wasto createa
new raceof super menof “ Aryan” stock whowould ex ter-
mi nateall “inferior” races(Schwarzwal ler:66f).

The leader of the Thule Society was a man named
Rudolf von Sebottendorf but itschief or ganizer wasWal ter
Nauhaus, a former member of the Wandervoegel move-
ment (Goodrick-Clarke: 143). Mem bers of the Thule So ci-
ety who figurepromi nently intheriseof Nazismincluded
Hans Kahnert, Dietrich Eckart and Rudolf Hess. In 1919
Kahnert founded Ger many’ slargest “gay rights’ or gani za
tion, the Bund fuer Menschenrecht (“Society for Human
Rights”) which counted SA Chief Ernst Roehm among its
members (J. Katz:632n94). Eckart, meanwhile, was a
founding member of the German Worker’s Party and be-
cameAdolf Hitler smentor (Shirer:65). LikeHitler, Eckart
was asub scriber to Ostara
(J. S. Jones:301n91).

Dietrich Eckart
adopted Hitler as his stu-
dent in 1920. He later
stated that he felt “drawn
to his [Hitler’s] whole be-
ing” and that he and Hit ler
developed an “intimate”
relationship in which he
referred to the younger
man as “my Adolf”
(Machtan:117). Eckart
never confessedtobeinga
homosexual, but the evi-

Dietrich Eckart
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dence sug geststhat hewas. Heisal leged by someto have
been involved in Tantric occult sex rituals “similar to
Crowley’s,” and evento haveini ti ated Hit ler into such ac-
tivi ties(Raschke:399). We do know that Eckart was one of
the most enthusi asticfol low ersof OttoWeininger, a lead-
ing homosexual supremacist whose theories denigrated
women (Igra:100). Al fred Rosenberg char acter ized Eckart
asaninveter atemi sogy nistwhose*ex clusively malecom
pany” destroyed his short and childless marriage in 1920
(Machtan: 118f).

Thereisnoquestion at all that Eckart wasin strumental
in Hitler's early successes. “With Eckart as his mentor,”
writes Schwarzwaller, “the gauche and inhibited Hitler --
the unsuccessful painter, former PFC, who had not even
been promoted to corporal because of ‘lack of leadership
qualities, quite suddenly...became an outstanding orga
nizer andpropagandist” (Schwarzwaller:68).

Like Roehm and L anz, Eckart claimed credit for “creat-
ing” Hitler. In 1923, shortly before hisdeath, Eckart wrote
toafriend, “Fol low Hit ler! Hewill dance, but it will beto
my tune. We havegiven himthe meansto main tain con tact
with them (meaning the “masters’). Don’t grieve for me
for | haveinfluenced history morethan any other Ger man”
(Schwarzwaller:69). Though hewould later ridi cule many
of the occultistsandtheirideas, Hitler dedi cated hisbook,
Mein Kampf, to Eckart, and at one time called Eckart his
“John the Baptiser” (ibid.:70).

Hitler’ snext spiri tual mentor wasKarl Haushofer, who
later becameGer many’ sleadingtheorist onthesubject of
geo-poalitics(thesci entific study of theinfluenceof geogra
phy onpoliti cal events). A secret mem ber of the Thule So-
ci ety, Haushofer iscreditedwithtraining Hit ler tothink in
terms of world conquest and is believed to have virtually
dictated Chapter 16 of Mein Kampf, whichoutlinesHitler’s
foreign pol icy (Sklar:63f). Haushofer’s Lebensraum (“liv-
ing space”’) the ory waslater used to justify Ger man ex pan
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sion, while his familiarity
withtheOri ental lowed him
to forge Hitler's dliance
with Japan (ibid.).

Thereisevi denceto sug-
gest that Haushofer was ho-
mosexual as well. In
Hitler's Cross, Erwin
Lutzer accuses Haushofer
of takingHitler

through the deepestleves
of occult transformation
until he became a thor-
oughly demonized being. Karl Haushofer
Hitler was even trans
formedsex ualy; hebecameasado-masochist, practicing
var i ousformsof sex ual per ver sion (Lutzer:61).

More per suasiveisthetesti mony of I1se Hess, wife of
Rudolf Hess, the Thule So ci ety mem ber whowouldrisethe
highestinNazi cir cles. Hess,ahomo sex ual (hismar riage
notwithstanding) was one of Hitler's closest friendsand a
fellow student of Haushofer. Machtan reports that “Ilse
Hess...complained that she had gotten no more out of her
marriage than a ‘girl confirmand’ and she even compared
her self, where' thepleasuresof mat ri mony areconcerned,’
toa‘convent school girl’” (Machtan:149). Headdsthefol-
lowing:

Hesshad devel oped acloserelationshipwithHaushofer,
who wastwenty-five years older than him self. The two of
them often spent whole nights sitting together in
Haushofer’s home, and they also made joint excursons.
“He' sawonder ful person,” Hessenthusi asti callytoldhis
parents, and Haushofer dedicated to his “young friend
Rudolf Hess” a hymn reminiscent of Stefan George [a
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well-known ped er ast], which spoke of “hiseyesfestively
illuminating closed doors’ just as“asun setisreflectedin
aspring.” llseHesslater confessedinarestrainedfashion,
that she had “long been amost a trifle jealous’ of
Haushofer, who seemedtohaveposi tively “ ab sorbed” her
boy friend (M achtan: 144f).

Hess eventually became the Deputy Fuehrer of the
Nazi Party. Both Hess and Al fred Rosenberg had “an im-
mensein flu ence on Hit ler to whom they preached the gos-
pel of theThuleSoci ety” (Angebert:172). Inaddi tiontohis
involvement withthe Thule So ci ety, Hessbelongedto yet
another off shoot of the Theo sophi cal cult. Itwasanor gani-
zation called theAnthroposophical Soci ety, formedin1912
by Rudolf Steiner. Steiner wasafor mer leader of the Ger-
man Theosophi cal Soci ety whosplitwiththegroupfol low-
ingtheir “discov ery” of thenew “messiah.” Hesswasalso
afirmbelieverinastrol ogy (Howe:152).

Hitler was also influenced by other members of the
ThuleSoci ety. Waitewrites,

Indescribinghisini tiationintopoli ticsatMunichin1919,
Hitler stressedtheimportanceof alittlepamphletenti tled
“My Political Awakening” ...[writtenby] asickly fanatic
calledAntonDrexler...Drex ler wasan ad junct mem ber of
theThuleSoci ety, themostinflu ential of themany racist
anti- Semitic groups spawned inMunichduringtheimme-
diate postwar period...Bythe time of the revolution of
1918, the society numbered some 1500 mem bersin Ba-
variaand in cluded many of Hitler’ slater sup port ers. Hit
ler himsdlf, it is reported “was often a guest of the
Society”...The actual German Worker’s Party — which
wasto becomethemighty Nazi movement...dif feredvery
littlefromthediscussiongroupsand activi tiesof theThule
Soci ety or theother racist groupstowhichall thefounders
belonged. (Waite, 1977:115).
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Ho mo sex ual Rudolf Hess be came Dep uty Fuehrer of the Nazi Party.
Yad Vashem.
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SS Chief Heinrich Himmler was the lead ing oc cultist of the Nazi Party
and may have been a ho mo sex ual as well. Yad Vashem
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Y et another prominent Nazi who was strongly influ
enced by the German occult movement was Heinrich
Himmler. Himmler maintained acloserelation shipwitha
prominent occultist named Karl Maria Wiligut, who be-
came known as the “Rasputin of Himmler”
(Goodrick-Clarke:177). Itisnot clear if thisdesig nationis
meant to im ply that Wiligut shared theinfamousRussian’s
penchant for sexual licentiousness. Wiligut clamed to
have a gift of clairvoyant “ancestral memory,” certainly
quiteuseful totheracial puristsof the Nazi Party who were
con cerned with prov ing their own Aryan her i tage. Wiligut
wasrespons blefor designingthe Death’ sHead ringworn
by mem bers of the SS.

Under Himmler, the SSbecameaver i tableoccultic or-
der. Christian names of SS soldiers were replaced with
Teutonic names, and all members were required to main-
tainthestrict est secrecy and detach ment fromtherest of so-
ciety (Sklar:100). In later years Himmler spent vast sums
of money on esotericresearchprojectssuch asanex pedi-
tion to Tibet “to look for traces of a pure Germanic race
which might have been able to keep intact the ancient
Nordicmysteries’ (ibid.:102). (Thislit tle-known as pect of
Nazi history is, of course, the inspiration for the Steven
Spielberg movie, Raiders of the Lost Ark.)

Himmler may well have been a homosexua (two
sourcesarecitedlater inthebook), how ever, hisintense ob-
session with secrecy largely shielded him from disclosure
of his private life. He did, how ever, foster the cult of the
maennerbund among hismen. Somereport that SSspecia
forcestraining requiredrecruitsto soap each other’ sbodies
during show erstoestablishmutual dependency (Reisman,
1994.3). Later, Himmler would make empty threats against
homosex uasinpublicpronouncements, butitisclear that
hewascom pletely comfort ablebeing part of Adolf Hitler's
cligueof peder asts.

In any case, we can see that the oc cult roots of the Nazi
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Party ran deep into Ger man history. Itisalso apparent that
many of theleading oc cultfiguresresponsi blefor thisleg-
acy werehomo sex uals. Froman cient paganrootsthrough
Blavatsky to List and Lanz, andtoHitler himself, theevolu
tion of homo-occultism gave the Nazistheir theoriesof an
Aryan Master Race and their justification for the vicious
exter mi nationof “inferior” life.



