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Anmerican attitudes toward honpsexual ity have changed markedly in recent
years. Considered an abom nation by both Christians and Jews since
biblical tinmes, it is now regarded i ncreasingly as an innocent,
acceptable, alternate |life-style - like vegetarianism This benign view
pl ays down honpbsexuality's negative side, including its great politica

i rportance within Naziismand its well-known association with sexua
prom scuity and di sease. This unfavorabl e side has been hi dden or

m nimzed as the result of hompbsexual s' skillful public relations
efforts, which, in order to legitimze their activities, have sonetines
transfornmed its harnful aspects into their opposite.

Al DS, for exanple, was first found in honbsexuals; its first nedica
nanme was "Gay- Rel ated | nmune- Deficiency" - GRID. Gay nml es and drug
users, the overwhelning majority of Anmerican (but not African) AlIDS
patients, are victins of their own prom scuous sexual and

phar macol ogi cal habits. They are often regarded instead, however, as

i nnocent casualties of a mysterious evil virus. Their supposedly

bl anel ess victimnm zation, and even their alleged heroism are wdely
celebrated with public nenorials, quilts and ri bbons. Seeing gays as
guiltless victins al so hides their rmuch higher rates of prom scuity and
sexual ly-transnitted-di sease, and their disproportionate representation
anong pederasts.

Regar di ng honosexual s as key victins of the Nazis has been a mgjor
reason for their increasing support, especially by liberals and Jews.
This "gay victin concept is now strengthened by a new exhibit on "The
Nazi Persecution of Honbsexuals. 1933 - 1945," which opened at the
United States Hol ocaust Menorial Miuseumin Washington in Novenber, will
run thru March 16 and then travel throughout the country. |Inplying

i mpl acabl e enmity between evil Naziism and honpsexuality, the exhibit
shows how five to ten thousand honosexual s (of Germanys' two to three
mllion) were sent to concentration canps.

Previ ous Museum exhibits on this subject have omtted or denied two
nost i nportant aspects of honpbsexuality's relationship with the Nazis:
the central role of honpsexuals, and others called sexual crimnals, in
the Nazi party fromits very beginning, and the |ikelihood,
denonstrated by Prof. Lothar Machtan's Hidden Hitler, that der Fuehrer
hi nsel f was honpsexual

Hitler "was strangely tolerant of one human condition - a man's
morals,"” WlliamL. Shirer wwote in his Rise and Fall of the Third

Rei ch. "A congloneration of pinmps, nurderers, honosexuals, alcoholics
and bl ackmailers flocked to the party as if to a natural haven. Hitler
did not care as long as they were useful to him [In 1925, when ot her
party | eaders denmanded] that the crimnals and especially the perverts
be expelled fromthe novenent, this Hitler frankly refused to do."

The uni quely nmassive sexual corruption characterizing the pre-Hitler
Wei mar republic is shown in the play and novie, Cabaret. By ferociously
bl ami ng the preval ent depravity on the Jews, the Nazis clainmed to be
defending traditional norality. But in 1931, two years before the Nazi
t ake- over, the Miunich Post reported that "every know edgeabl e person
knows that inside the Hitler party, the nost flagrant whori shness
contenpl ated by paragraph 175 [the | aw banni ng honosexuality] is

wi despread. " The newspaper also attacked "the disgusting hypocrisy
that the Nazi Party denponstrates - outward noral indignation [against



honosexuality] while inside its own ranks the nost shanel ess practices
prevail."

Shortly after Hitler took power, Ludwi g Lewi sohn, the well-known

Ameri can Jewi sh author, wote in The Nation that "the entire Nazi
movenment is in fact and by certain aspects of its avowed i deol ogy
drenched through and through with honoerotic feeling and practice.

[ This] began many years earlier with ... the anti-Senitic preaching of
Greco- Germani ¢ pedagogi cal principles.”™ And German-Jew sh historian
Sanmuel lgra's neglected 1945 book, Germany's National Vice, insisting
"that authorities on crimnal sociology are agreed that there is a
causal connection between nass sexual perversion and the kind of mass
atrocities conmmtted by the Germans in the two world wars," maintains
“"that there is no doubt that this also explains why the Jews were nade
the chief victim of CGerman sadistic torture, rapine and nurder."

Much of this information about Nazi honpsexuality was sent | ast
February and March to M. Fred Zei dman, President Bush's new appoi ntee
as Museum chai rman; whom the nedi a describe as "a strong backer of the
new exhibit." In May, a reply cane fromDr. Edward Phillips, the
exhibit's curator, which justified the Miseum s conti nuing om ssion of
Nazi honpbsexuality by stating that "to date, no historica
docunent ati on or reputable scholarship exists to support clains of a
honobsexual Nazi |eadership."

"Fl abbergasted” by this statenment, emeritus history professor Gabrie
Jackson, Ph.D., forner departnment chairnman at the University of
California, San Diego, e-mailed Dr. Phillips in August, listing em nent
schol ars and extensive schol arshi p denonstrating the exi stence and
signi ficance of "honpbsexual Nazi | eadership,"” and concl udi ng that
"there is sinmply no historical doubt about the inportant role of
honosexual s and bi sexuals in the upper ranks of the Nazi novenent from
day one to the end." Dr. Phillips has still not answered his

hi storian col |l eague; it may be relevant that Dr. Phillips publicly
acknow edges being gay.

Dr. Phillips defined the Museunis nandate as "present[ing] the
docunent ed historical record of the unprecedented tragedy of the
Hol ocaust."” His misrepresenting, and then stonewalling about

honpbsexual ity anong the Nazis, thus preventing presentation of a
conplete picture of its role in Nazi Germany, is the antithesis of that
mandat e, and part of a wi despread nedia process of hiding
honmosexual ity's negative side.
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